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Church in a Box
By Peggy Haymes
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| was sitting on a park bench, "But churches tell people what to tell me more, and | wind up agree-
I enjoying a sunny fall afternoon. He  to think and they don't allow ing with them. | wouldn't believe in
‘+ sat down on a neighboring bench anc you to ask questions." the faith he described either. And |
¢ struck up a conversation. Somehow "Some churches may be like sure wouldn't attend the churches she
| the conversation worked its way that," | said, "but not my church. In describes. Then | tell them how | un-
around to the fact that he hated it fact, there are many places where derstand faith at least in this
when people put himor anything wondering and wandering and ques- moment. And | tell them of my

else- in a box. Then his conversation tioning are not only accepted but en- experience of a local church. And
meandered to the topic of religion.  couraged." (Okay, | might not have  their eyes widen with disbelief that
"Religion and churches are the worst been that poetic in the moment, but it there could be more than one picture.

thing that's ever happened to spiritu- was the same idea.) Before we debate or dismiss

ality," he pronounced. Over and over again I've had it someone, let us listen to what people
"Oh, but there you go," | said, happen. Someone tells me that he are actually saying. When we do that,

"putting church in a box." doesn't have faith or she tells me we may find out that we are actually

she'd never go to church. | ask them closer than we knew.

Each fall, we have the privi-  for these four women. Theirinter- Wi | mi ngt on area. S
lege of introducing our scholarship views conclude with specific prayer Lord blessed me with work oppor-
recipients to the larger BWIM,NC  requests. Reach out to these womel tunities that allowed me to balance
family. And each fall, | am amazed and any woman in ministry, with parenting and my desire to be in-
at the richness and diversity of the affirmation and encouragement. volved in church m

1women God has allowed us to Thanks be to God for the more she served, the more Glenda's
_ support. These women's stories honor of helping our sisters in desire to minister and learn deep-
" leave me stunned by the goodness Christ as they seek to be faithful to ened. She responded to God's call
of God and the giftedness and cour- God's call on their lives. Amen! on her life by enrolling in Campbell
age of those whom God has called. University's Divinity School. A
In addition to financial sup- Glenda Bohannonraised gifted musician, writer and minister,
: port of their theological education, two young children as a young Glenda is a great blessing to the
. we also want to support our scholar: widow. She worked asaMaryKay chur ch, the place
with prayer and connection to the  Cosmetics consultant and servedass ense of ful fil |l me
' people of BWIM,NC. Please pray  music director for churches in the continued on pg 2
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Interview with Glenda Bohannon

When did you really sense that God was  spective on world events and how we as

calling you to ministry? Christians need to r
My husband and I both felt called to love for people of different faiths convicted
ministry early in our marriage in 1988. me deeply IntrOdUCtion toa TheO|Oglca|

Within a few months, | became pregnant ~ Education was one of the most encourag-
and he was diagnosed with cancer. That  ing classes a new student could have. Dr.
dream never came to be. When | becamea €0 gdi I 1 6s belief in 1
single mom of 2 children in 1991, my focus €rful-

was being a mom. | had worked pimie as  \hat aspect of ministry or study makes

a music director, filled various positions in you feel most alive or engages you most
church and associational activities, and al- deeply?

ways felt most fulfilled there. In 2007 | ac-
Glenda Bohannon cepted what | thought was a&86month in-
terim parttime music director position.
Through a change of events at the church,
wound up being there 3 years as an interim.
| walked with the church through a strug-
gling time. | realized God had put me there )
for such a time as this. During this time, | means to walk practically, moment by mo-

began to wrestle with the call to ministry i(nent, W_ith Gogl._Tc_) do tr|1is Wde ha:j/e to q
CAMPBELL and the desire to be better equipped to lead. now H_|s Wor_ mtnmatg yandun erstan
UNITVERSITY |felt| was too old, but God was faithful and '*S @PPplication in our daily lives.

DIVINITY SCHOOL continued to call and present opportunities What's some of the most helpful minis-

I am the worship leader at my church. |
love music and believe that it is vital in our
Iworshi p of God. Wor s|
we do just on Sunday morning. It is a life-
style. What | really want to do is encourage
discipleship, lead others to know what it

until | whole-heartedly jumped in. try advice you've received so far?
Who were some of the mentors who Love the people where they are. Never
guided you on your faith journey? let your preparations for school or your

leadership at church suffice for your own

One of the blessings God has given me is -
time alone with God.

Christian friends. God has brought Christian
friends into my life at each stage. When|  What Bible verse, story, image or char-
began to wrestle with the idea of going back acter do you resonate with most at this
to school, our Interim Pastor, Roger Under- particular place in your journey ?
wood, was a tremendous encouragement to -
g Romans 15:18fi May t he God

me. He always seemed to know when | , ) .

. fill you with all joy and peace as you trust
needed the extra words of wisdom. He never.n Him so that i ol ith h
told me what to do, but always left me with N Fim 50 that you wilt overtiow with hope

words of encouragement and thought bx i t. Efel th'rﬁkqnwﬁ'r Orif'd rt1 h.ﬁ |
provoking questions. is not wishful thinking. It is a confidence i

God and His promises. As | trust in Him, |
What's been your favorite class so far can overflow with confidence, joy and
and why? peace no matter what circumstances.

| have loved them all. Old Testament How can we best pray for you?
was very challenging.
t in 34 I Dr. Cartled de .
SrM paper in 5% years: Ur. L-artiecge mace Him, and be open to whatever path God

it come alive and challenged my long held . .

. . has planned for me, Practlcallx, th?t L will

beliefs in many areas. S PaSSI.O tor
. - not fret, only trust, as sometimes my future

word was contagious. World Religions was

. looks a little frightening from a human per-
very eyeopening and gave me a new per- spective

|, . hadnodot written a
That | will continue to grow closer to

PAGE 2
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Interview with Susan Bowling

Susan Bowlingexperienced God in a
powerful way as a child while attending her

grandmother's church. Those early encounterssage: the hearing from God, the studying a
j osaarchirg yhe seiiptiresds s thritling fohnu

set her on a faith
and thirst for the Lord . . . only grows
stronger. o0 Married

minister and church volunteer, focusing on

work with the homeless and Operation Christ-

mas Child. A student at Gardréfebb Uni-
versity Divinity School, Susan uses her gifts
as a teacher, counselor and preacaed her
passion for local missionrso serve God and
her neighbors.

When did you really sense that God was
calling you to ministry?

Ever since | was a young person | felt that
somehow | was to minister to or witness to
others. My understanding of ministry has
however transformed to include, not only the
one speaking from the pulpit on Sunday
mornings or those on the mission field, but it
also incorporates those in the secular work-
place who minister daily to the unsaved. This,
in turn, has shed a special light on those
working outside of the church building walls
but also wanting to serve our Lord.

Who were some of the mentors who guided
you on your faith journey?

As a young child, my grandmother guided
me on my faith journey. She taught children
at her church, and during the holidays | would
go with her to church, Dover Baptist Church
in Shelby, NC. The memories of these visits
were not of extraordinary teaching points she
made, but that she truly loved the children in
her class and they loved her also. The whole-
some relationships she built with these chil-
dren modeled a Chridike behavior for me.
When | was a young adult at First Baptist
Church, Shelby, Sue Hudson, my Sunday
school teacher, mentored, loved and gave

away much wisdom to those of us fortunate to answered a prayer | had concerning the fi
have her as a role model. The love she sharednancial piece of this journey | am one with

for Jesus that | saw and heard every week
from her matured my faith tremendously.

What aspect of ministry or study makes
you feel most alive or engages you most
deeply?

t otheanesBagep It does hot mattes if tloerears .
mother of four boys has served as a children'sthose of fiveyearolds or ninetyfive-year

| feel most alive when | am able to de-
liver a message. The preparation for the m¢

Then the icing on the cake is the delivery o

olds, it is a just a pleasure bringing forth

Goddés Word.
What 6s been your f a 0
why?

A preaching class. My professor lightend
my load regarding speaking an appropriate
message to others. Dr. Joseph Webb taught
me communication skills that will be useful
for all situations.

Susan Bowling

What 6s some of the most helpful mi

advice youobve received so far?
There are two very practical pieces of

ministry advice that | have received, accepted

and obey! The first is never to touch the {%w

money. The second is never meet alone with f‘%?‘- Eﬁ"’ﬂm

the opposite sex, always have someone else
with me no matter what the setting. These
pieces of advice were presented by two dif-
ferent pastors with years of experience. They
added that avoiding these will always make
ministry run smoother.

NI 0| TY

What Bible verse, story, image or charac-
ter do you resonate with most at this par-
ticular place in your journey?

Immediately, my heart takes me to the

Bi ble verse: AfnThe t y
and kill and destroy; | have come that the!
may have | ife, and

10:10 NIV) This passage sums up SO muc
of the Scriptures for me and the truth is Je
susd® love for wus gi

How can we best pray for you?

The people of BWIM, NC have already

our Lord. | am indeed grateful and realize §
that God does answer our prayers through
others. | would be appreciative of prayers
concerning my future profession in the min-
istry setting.



Sanetta Ponton
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= interpreted and spread the gospel and ho

Interview with Sanetta Ponton

Sanetta Pontongrew up in church and
wr i t e s ,aboftGod kamenvearly age
but it took a tragedy for me to truly come to
knowGod. 06 As her mothe
eventually died from Lou Gehrig's disease,
Sanetta wrestled hard with God. But her an-
ger and disillusionment transformed into
deep faith as she began to experience God's
grace in a lifechanging way. During her final
semester at Harvard Law School, Sanetta
sensed God clearly calling her to ministry,
which she says was
After another time of wrestling, she began to
trust God's new plan and entered Duke Uni-
versity's Divinity School.When did you
really sense that God was calling you to
ministry?

| was in my last semester of my last year
in law school when | felt God calling me to
ministry. | was discerning between two job
opportunities and felt God not only calling
me away from both, but into ministry.

Who were some of the mentors who guided
you on your faith journey?

In professional ministry Rev. Dr. John
H. Spencer, Jr.; Rev. Tony Lee

Outside of professional ministiyJames
O6Neal; Debra Spenc

What's been your favorite class so far
and why?

My favorite class so far is a class | am
currently enroll ed
Church and Evangel.|
the practical aspect of this cldshow
does the Bible and theology inform how
we consider our own personal ministry

faithful to Godds ¢
by the ways different people groups have

they live out an fi
is authentic to the gospel but also speaks
to their particular situations.

What aspect of ministry or study makes
you feel most alive or engages you most
deeply?

nnot

| really enjoy speaking with people and
encouraging them. | spent the summer in
Kenya and, to my surprise, fell in love with
visitisguéoplesim tieedt homes toffering n d
prayer and fAwords of
mini-sermon). | have learned the value of the
ministry of presence through my own experi-
ences and really enjoy being present for oth-
ers.

What's some of the most helpful ministry
advice you've received so Far?
a part o
The most important piece of ministry ad-

vice | have received
do anything except be available to God. | am
not responsible for saving souls, for teaching
or preaching. The Holy Spirit will move in

me to do those things

What Bible verse, story, image or charac-
ter do you resonate with most at this par-
ticular place in your journey?

| have always seemed to really relate to
the disciple Peter. He had such insight into
who Jesus is, loved Jesus dearly, yet still de-
nied Christ. Both his strengths and shortcom-
ings are clearly displayed in the gospels and
Acts. What | love about his lifstory is that
he proves that our relationship with God is a

my pl an.

@racess. Yka, we dararec8ive sapvation at one

moment, but the relationship is built and
mai ntained over ti
Godds faithfulness
and the importance of resiliency even when
wendo meBslup. GodMecesvesiu®back into
Higiold andlassigres aslalmissiof. Mé tusts

me .

us even, despite, our own faithlessness. Peter

reminds me that when your heart is for
Christ, He will use you and do mighty works

and how to prepare our church to be more through you.

ﬁolw Icain tqwegp'eoplle of E\MMN& l:gestt gy

wPray for you?

n tveoulchappreciatenttee pebplef obBWIMh
joining me in prayer for discerning exactly
what God is calling me to do. | am confident
that | am in Godods
insight on where to go next.

e

t
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Interview with Amy Starr Russell

Amy Starr Russellhad a strong sense of What aspect of ministry or study makes
Jesus' presence at an early age, believing firstyou feel most alive or engages you most
that Jesus filived in deeplg? steepled of he
and soon after that Jesus would be in her
heart and anywhere she went. Spurred by an

exp?rlgnce ?tgl. Bapt|§t SuTéne:jf‘szband S able. What has made me most alive has b
are |_g|ous st |_es major at >arcise : the opportgnity tohbuild relatiﬁnships with
University, Amy dlscoverﬁ. t.hat e I%‘
. . _the youth girls. It |s\\//\<;_rya irming when the
the study of Chr|st|an|tey.o it h a g &
faith, she moved to Atlanta for her husband trust me“enough to confide in me and T ca
’ see them taking steps on their faith journe
to attend McAfee School of Theology and ng Step T taih jou
began to sense her own call to ministry dur- What's some of the most helpful ministry

ing his third year of studyafter declaring for ~ advice you've received so far?

years that she Awould Bgwsinefebihicefnadebelve

nary.o Now a studentulgoWa Kedd t& R b SeSple pithBet all Amy Starr Russel
versity's School of DQisfiheni ty., Amy writes fafor

the first time | am at peace that | am headed
in the right directi oWhatibleverse, story,image or charac-

ter do you resonate with most at this par-
ticular place in your journey?

Right now my husband is a youth minis
ter and | have been helping out when | am

When did you really sense that God was
calling you to ministry?

_ o o In the past 7 weeks | have spent a lot of WAKE FOREST
My journey to ministry started in high time in the Gospels, particularly Matthew UNIVERSITY
school, but | finally started taking steps to- and Mark. What has most resonated with me
ward vocational ministry in 2009, which was is the compassion in Jesuso ministr

the last year of seminary for my husband. It
was time for us to move and for me to decide
whether | was going to go back to school. | How can the people of BWIM,NC best
had declared for years that | would not go to  Pray for you?
seminary, but in early 2009, when | started to  pjease pray
seriously consider what | was doing with my  that | can keep
life, I quickly realized that vocational minis-  gchool in per-

try was part of my journey. spective. | tend

Who were some of the mentors who to get over-

guided you on your faith journey? whelmed and
neglect other

important as-
pects of my life.

concern for the least of these.

My parents, Kevin and Sharon Starr;  un-
dergraduate campus minister, Andy Byers;
and undergraduate professor, Dr. Ron Wil-
liams

What's been your favorite class so far and
why?

So far, my favorite class has been Christi-
anity and Public Policy. | have always strug-
gled with the interaction of church and state
and through this class | am developing a
much healthier view of that interaction.
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BWIM,NC 2011 Convocation
Calvary Baptist Church, Asheville, NC

Friday, March 25, 2011

s, QVWHDG , ZDQW WR VHH D PLJKW\ IORRG RFellowshipat 8:45 am, Business at 10 am
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And Worship at 10:15

Check out BWIM,NC on
Facebook!
Become a fan and connect

with other BWIMers.

Original Grin

Tidbits to Tickle
Your Ribs

One Sunday morning a
bright little girl surprised her Sunday School teacher by
asking, AWhich Virgin was the mother of Jesu
gin Mary or the King James Virgin?o

A little child was having trouble being quiet in church
one Sunday. The parents tried to manage the situation, but
it quickl f control. Finally, th rents pick
thqu Elg gO:i out O g%t ° far?’ t he paheJ s pr fed up publishes a newsletter 3 times a year.
the c L and carried him out of the c. urch. Just before Editor Alicia DavPorterfield
reaching the safety of the foyer, the little one called out, LayOut Editor: Lynn C. Odom
APray for mel 0 momof3knights@nc.rr.com

Baptist Women in Ministry, NC




