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        Baptist Women in  

Ministry invites all Baptist 

churches in North Carolina to 

participate in the Martha Stearns 

Marshall Day of Preaching by 

inviting a woman to preach on a 

Sunday in February 2012. Last 

year, 185 churches world-wide 

celebrated God's calling and  

gifting of women preachers by 

participating in the Martha 

Stearns Marshall Day of Preach-

ing. Of those 185 churches, 49 

were in North Carolina! Help us 

increase that number (or at least 

break 50) by inviting a woman 

now to preach at your church in 

February of 2012. BWIM, NC is 

happy to assist you in finding a 

woman preacher.   

       When you have confirmed 

your preacher, please send your 

church name, city, state, pastor, 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

          I recently gave a ride to a La-

tina who has been taking the bus, an 

hour process one way, to the Zumba 

class I teach at church. She gets her 

youngest son all bundled up and 

walks to the bus stop before 7 a.m. 

just to come to this class. This 

week, my schedule had some  

flexibility so I offered to take them 

home after class.   

       This woman had already  

impressed me with her dance 

moves, cleverness and determina-

tion. I was already halfway in love 

with her two boys, ages four and 

seven, who had come through my 

VBS music class. Giving them a 

ride was a “no-brainer”, as my 

fourth grader says. But a feather 

could have knocked me over when 

she said while buckling her child 

into the back seat, “If you have time 

this morning, I will cut you some 

vegetables from the community or-

ganic garden in our backyard.”  

       I went home that day, 

having driven one mile out of my 

way, with three bags full of  

organic greens and herbs, plus a 

bouquet of flowers and weeds her 

son picked for me. In our local  

grocery store, those greens cost a 

pretty penny and the hand-picked 

weed and flower bouquet was price-

less.  The pearl of great price was 

the reminder that we are called into 

mutuality. Just when I see myself as 

the one doing the giving, I find my-

self receiving more than I could 

have offered.  

       BWIM,NC gives four  

women scholarships at of the NC 

Divinity Schools, but we are  

receiving far more than the money 

we give and the prayer we offer for 

these women. These scholarships 

allow everyone who contributes to 

(Continued on page 2) 

A Call to Mutuality by Alicia Davis Porterfield 

Martha Stearns Marshall  

Day of Preaching 

By Virginia Taylor 

 2011-2012  

Scholarship  

Recipients 

 

Glenda Beasley Bohannon,  

      Campbell University Divinity  

 

Jessica Piercy Godfrey,  

      M. Christopher White School of 

Divinity, Gardner-Webb  

      University  

 

Amy Starr Russell, The Divinity 

School, Wake Forest University 

 

Amanda Haines, Duke University 

Divinity School 



Glenda Bohannon 

Jessica Piercy Godfrey 
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Day of Preaching 

the name of your guest preacher, and contact information to National BWIM’s Pam 

Durso at pamdurso@bwim.info.    

      All participating churches and preachers will be listed in the Spring Issue of 

Vocare, the BWIM newsletter as well as the BWIM NC newsletter.  

2011-12 Scholarship Recipients 

BWIM,NC to be part of the continuing 

work of the God who called Abraham and 

Sarah, who spoke to the women at the tomb 

and still calls and speaks today. We are part 

of Glenda’s, Amy’s, Mandy’s and Jessica’s 

stories, whether we just read about them in 

the newsletter or have the privilege of meet-

ing them on campus, Convocation or at a 

Baptist gathering.  

       These scholarships are a witness to the 

gifts of mutuality. Someone helped us 

through school, whether via finances or 

prayers or other support; those people be-

came a part of our story. Now we get to help 

others. These women minister-scholars re-

mind us that we are truly one body, working 

together, 

 mutually blessing and being blessed.  

       Thanks be to God.  

 

 

       Glenda Bohannon, a student at CUDS, 

has received the BWIM,NC Scholarship for 

a second year, attesting to her continued 

commitment to service and scholarship. 

Glenda continues to serve as Worship  

Leader at Wrightsville Beach Baptist 

Church. She earned her degree in Music 

Education from UNC-CH and has served 

both in public schools as a music teacher 

and through the local church as a music 

minister and choir director. Widowed early, 

Glenda raised her two children while serv-

ing the church and working as a representa-

tive for Mary Kay. Her son, now in college, 

has followed in her footsteps, serving  

another local church in Youth ministry.     

       God has given Glenda a passion for the 

local church and she hopes to use her degree 

to help her equip the people of God through 

Christian  education, discipleship and  

pastoral care. Last year, Glenda studied  

Christian Education and discipleship,  

classes she described as “very practical as 

well as challenging.”  Her class in theology 

found her “at first . . . intimidated,” but 

helped her find a  “firmer foundation of  

belief in who God is and who He calls us 

to be.” She is especially grateful for 

CUDS, a place that has truly become 

“home” to her.  

       What a privilege for the people of 

BWIM,NC to be supporting Glenda in her 

theological education. Congratulations, 

Glenda! We are praying for you as you 

continue to grow and learn as a student, a 

minister and a mother. 

              

 

       Jessica Piercy Godfrey attends GWU’s 

M. Christopher White School of Divinity. 

Raised in the church, Jessica “cannot  

remember a time” when she was not a 

Christian. As is true with many Baptist 

women in ministry, she began wondering if 

God might be calling her to ministry during 

Girls in Action. In those days, she sought 

counsel from a woman missionary who 

offered a pearl of wisdom that still guides 

Jessica today: focus on the things you 

 enjoy doing and God will use you and 

your interests. What a gift to have such a 

mentor as a young girl!  

      Jessica followed this advice and  

majored in history at Campbell University, 

adding a religion minor her freshman year. 

During her time there, she explored many 

career options, but kept coming back to the 

truth that she “just wanted to help people 

and show God to them.” This realization 

led her to  Divinity school, though she was 

still not sure how God might use her.  

During her Introduction to Preaching class, 

God spoke to Jessica as she preached her  

(Continued on page 5) 
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Student Meeting at  

Campbell Divinity 
School  

       The student meeting sponsored by 

BWIM NC at Campbell Divinity School 

was held September 20 during the lunch 

period.  There were 25 in attendance, 

including Charity Roberson, 2011-2012 

BWIM,NC Convener, who led the 

meeting; the Dean and four other faculty 

members; two local women ministers; 

CUDS BWIM scholar, Glenda  

Bohannon; and three Board  

members.  

       Also present were the Rev. Jayne 

Davis from FBC, Wilmington, who was 

our proclaimer in the chapel service pre-

ceding the meeting, and Dr. Clella 

Lee, associate minister at Lafayette 

Church. in Fayetteville.  Both of these 

women are graduates of Campbell  

Divinity School. 

       Charity had each person introduce 

herself/himself.  She then gave an over-

view of BWIM,NC followed by a  

question and answer period.  Brief  

testimonies and observations regarding 

ministry experiences were shared by 

several resource persons and  

students.  Most of the students are  

already in ministry positions. The group 

enjoyed lunch, courtesy of the school.  

       Thanks to all who made the meet-

ing a success. We look forward to the 

next BWIM,NC gathering at CUDS! 

Ahoskie First Baptist Church Tammi Ward 

Angier Neill's Creek Baptist Church Cindy Bolden 

Brevard Mount Moriah Calvert Baptist Church  Brenda Jones 

Buies Creek Memorial Baptist Church Jenny Folmar  

Candler Hominy Baptist Church Kathy Vestal 

Cary Westwood Baptist Church  Lynn Turner 

Chapel Hill HillSong Church Heather Folliard 

Chapel Hill Lystra Baptist Church Jennifer Ingold Asbill 

Chapel Hill University Baptist Church Sandy Kennedy 

Charlotte Park Road Baptist Church Amy Jacks Dean 

Charlotte St. Johns Baptist Church Clara Howard, Mattie Kearse 

Charlotte Sardis Baptist Church Mandy England Cole 

Concord McGill Baptist Church Kheresa Harmon 

Cullowhee Cullowhee Baptist Church Tonya Vickery 

Dunn Westfield Baptist Church Erin Dickert 

Dunn First Baptist Church Lydia Hoyle 

Durham Watts Street Baptist Church Diane Hill 

Durham Yates Baptist Church LeAnne Spruill Ryan  

Durham Calvary Baptist Church Lisa Cole 

Durham Temple Baptist Church Peggy Davis Gold 

Durham Tobacco Trail Church Virginia Ross Taylor 

Elkin First Baptist Church Clare Johnson 

Gates Reynoldson Baptist Church  Jill Awuni 

Hendersonville Providence Baptist Church Karen Doucette  

Holden Beach Brunswick Island Baptist Church Rita Ramphal  

Kernersville Union Cross Baptist Church Erin Lysse 

Louisburg Hickory Rock Baptist Church Rebecca Bentley Hall 

Lumberton First Baptist Church Bonnie Robbins Reedy 

Madison First Baptist Church Vicki Lumpkin  

Marion First Baptist Church Aileen Mitchell Lawrimore 

Marshall First Baptist Church Gail Coulter 

Mebane First Baptist Church Judy Hill Butler 

Mt. Airy Piney Grove Baptist Church Rebecca Husband Maynard 

Pfafftown Pfafftown Baptist Church Diana Godwin 

Raleigh Ridge Road Baptist Church Jeanne Cross 

Raleigh Trinity Baptist Church Karen Metcalf Eickhoff 

Raleigh Millbrook Baptist Church Laura Barclay  

Raleigh Tabernacle Baptist Church Lydia Hoyle 

Raleigh Pullen Memorial Baptist Church Nancy Petty 

Raleigh Hayes Barton Baptist Church Stacy Pardue 

Rocky Mount Lakeside Baptist Church Elizabeth Jones Edwards 

Taylorsville First Baptist Church Ruby Fulbright 

Wake Forest Heritage Baptist Church Amy Arrowood Lin  

Whitefield First Baptist Church Whitney Edwards-Russell 

Williamston Memorial Baptist Church Charity Roberson 

Wilmington Winter Park Baptist Church Jessica Asbell 

Wilmington Masonboro Baptist Church Shirley Womble 

Wilmington First Baptist Church Stefanie Riley  

Winston-Salem Knollwood Baptist Church Shawnthea Monroe  

2010 MSM Participating Churches and Preachers 

Newsletter Thank You’s 

       For the past 12 years, Lynn 

Odom, Alicia Davis Porterfield, and 

Elizabeth Edwards have played a 

part of getting our newsletters to 

you. A BIG THANKS to them! 

       Maria Stinnett, Associate Pastor 

of West Jefferson Baptist, will be our 

new newsletter coordinator and edi-

tor. Thank you, Maria!  
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Lifetime Memberships 

Borwick, Susan 

Caldwell, Mary 

Compere, Anne M. 

Coulter, Gail 

Duke, Irma C. 

Duncan, Tillie 

Folmar, Jenny 

Jackson, Johnnie 

Johnson, Vera 

Kidd, Wanda 

Mangum, Rita 

Metzger, Geneva 

Neil, Anne T. 

Porterfield, Alicia Davis 

Powers, Jean C. 

Taylor, Virginia 

 

 
 2012 BWIMNC Convocation 

 

 Date: March 23, 2012 

 Theme: The Body of Christ: Celebrating Diversity, I Cor. 12:13 

 Proclaimer: Lynn Brinkley, Director of Student Services, CUDS 

 Location: Millbrook Baptist Church, Raleigh, NC 

 Fellowship, Networking and Registration: 9 am 

 Convocation:  9:30 am 

Lunch will be served on site. Childcare is available upon request. Check our 

website soon for details on for online registration.   

2011 Paid Dues 

 

Asbill, Jennifer 

Brinkley, Lynn 

Brown, C.N. 

Cartledge, Tony W. 

Clontz, Joe 

Cole, Mandy E. 

Crumpler, Luelle 

Fitzgerald, F. Sue 

Freeman, Curtis 

Fulbright, Ruby 

Craeper, M 

Harris, Lucille 

Heffner, B. 

Jones, Linda 

Lea, Michael 

Lee, Julie M. 

Lysse, Erin 

Maynard, R. H. 

McKinley, Rebecca K. 

McSwain, Meghan 

Moore, Tim (pd. to 2014) 

Murray, Doug 

Odom, Lynn 

Powers, Dr. Bruce 

Pruette, Karen 

Raby, Christy 

Riedel, Autumn Joy 

Roberson, Charity 

Roberts, Beth H. 

Ruble, Peggy 

Russell, Whitney 

Smith, Layne 

Stinnett, Maria 

Tatum, Lydia Pratt 

Trumbull, Whit 

Vaughn, Keith 

Vickery, Tonya E. 

Walk, Melanie Mintz 

Walker, Kimberly 

Ward, Melanie 

 Contributions for 2011 

          Thank you to the individuals and 

churches to the left who have donated to 

BWIM NC this year. Your dues and  

donations enable us to affirm, support,  

connect and empower Baptist women in 

North Carolina who are called to ministry. 

     Many people wonder if they have 

made their contribution to BWIMNC from 

one year to the next. It can be difficult to 

keep up with so we’ve included a list of all 

those who have paid their 2011 dues. 

 It’s not too late if you would still 

like to contribute. Dues pay for 4  

scholarships, expenses for mailings and 

campus gatherings. 



Amy Starr Russell 

Amanda Haines 
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2011-12 Scholarship Recipients 

sermon to the class, clearly calling her  

toward ministry in the local church.    

       Soon after, her mother mentioned an 

opening as a children’s minister at Bethany 

Baptist Church in Forest City, NC. Jessica 

has served there since January 2010, learn-

ing to help people love God and their neigh-

bors as she works with children and fami-

lies. Her love of music, worship and inter-

generational ministry and her organizational 

and administrative gifts have shaped her 

time at Bethany Church.  

Married to Chuck Godfrey, Jessica hopes to 

complete her studies by Fall 2012.    

       BWIM,NC is delighted to be part of 

Jessica’s journey in ministry and  

theological education. An excellent  

student and flourishing minister, Jessica’s 

life is a wonderful testimony to all God can 

do when we are open to the question she 

asked as a G.A.: “What does God want me 

to do with my life?” Our prayers are with 

you, Jessica. 

 

            

       Amy Starr Russell is a second year  

recipient of our scholarship for WFU’s  

Divinity School. Amy sensed a call to  

ministry in high school, but like many other 

Baptist women in ministry, resisted going to 

Divinity School until several years later. 

She writes: “I had declared for years that I 

would not go to seminary, but in early 2009 

when I started to seriously consider what I 

was doing with my life, I quickly realized 

that vocational ministry was part of my 

journey.”  

       In an update on her life, Amy writes, 

“First, I want to thank the BWIMNC family 

for their continued support of my education-

al journey at Wake Divinity.” After a well-

deserved restful summer, she is now in 

“Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) at WFU 

Baptist  Medical Center for my second year  

internship along with a full load of course 

work.” She also serves as co-convener for 

the  Beatitude Society and as the secretary 

for the Student Leadership Committee. Amy 

has found a deep sense of community at 

WFUDS, saying  “my colleagues are a con-

stant source of support. I am continually 

inspired by their passion and determination 

to serve God and to seek out justice in this 

world.”   

       Amy asks “BWIMNC to pray that I 

stay centered and faithful to why I am in 

Divinity school. It is easy to get bogged 

down in the day-to-day work and some-

times it is helpful to have a reminder of 

why I made this decision in the first place.” 

Our prayers are with you, Amy! 

 

 

       Amanda Haines is our recipient at 

Duke University’s Divinity School. 

Mandy graduated from Indiana Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania with a BS in the 

field of Physical Education and Sports 

in 2005. Bethlehem Baptist Church, 

McKeesport, PA, licensed her to preach 

the word on March 29, 2009, and  

ordained her on April 9, 2011.  

       Mandy also has a strong passion 

for missions and outreach. She has  

participated in mission projects in  

Guyana, South America, through the 

Lott Carey Foreign Missions Conven-

tion. Working with the Core Leadership 

Team for the Lott Carey Youth Interna-

tional Development, Mandy also  

currently serves as the Vice-President 

of North America Region of the Youth 

Department of the Baptist World  

Alliance. Through the BWA, Mandy  

traveled to Leipzig, Germany, to  

participate in the Baptist Youth World 

Conference in 2008 for outreach. She is 

currently a part of the planning team 

for the 2013 BWA Youth Conference 

in Singapore, Southwest Asia. 

       It is a blessing for BWIM,NC to 

help support Amanda in her studies. 

Please join us in praying for her as she 

continues her work at Duke and with 

the BWA.  

  



C/ o Lynn Odom 

204 Sturdivant Rd.. 

Durham, NC  27705 

B A P T I S T  W O M E N  I N  

M I N I S T R Y  O F  N C  

Website  

www.bwimnc.com 

Address Service Requested 

Baptist Women in Ministry, NC,  

publishes a newsletter 

3 times a year. 

Editor: Alicia Davis Porterfield  

Lay-Out Editor: Lynn C. Odom 

momof3knights@nc.rr.com 

Up-Coming Events 

Monday, Nov. 21, 2011: 
SDGWU BWIM,NC Gathering, Scholarship recipient 

Jessica Godfrey will preach in chapel that day. 

 

Thursday, Jan. 26, 2012:  
WFUDS BWIM,NC Gathering, 11 am in the  Divini-

ty School building. Snacks provided! 

 

Monday, Jan. 30, 2012: 
Racial Reconciliation Workshop, hosted by SDGWU 

 

January, 2012: 

DDS BWIM,NC Gathering, date TBA. 

 

February 7, 2012, 7 pm: 
CUDS, Department of Religion Annual Lectures,   

Dr. Stanley Hauerwas, Gilbert T. Rowe Professor of  

Theological Ethics, Duke Divinity School 

 

February 27-March 1: 
ChurchWorks Conference, Norfolk, VA. Sponsored 

by Current, CBF’s network of young leaders, and 

CBFs Missional Congregational Initiative 

March 6 and April 10, 2012: 
Preview Days for Master of Divinity students,    

SDGWU 

 

March 6-7, 2012: 
Trible Lectures Series, WFUDS, Biblical Scholars 

and Theologians from Across the Globe Explore 

Feminist Biblical Interpretation 

 

 


