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(deceased) and Claudeline 

Lewis. Honoring this church 

and these women was a fitting 

way to continue our celebra-

tion of all that God has done, 

is doing, and will continue to 

do in and through BWIM, NC.  

sent, and dreamed about our 

future by taking a small stone 

from the altar.  

 Wanda Kidd, Leanne 

Spruill Ryan, and Veronice 

Miles shaped our worship 

with their words as they chal-

lenged us to mark the mile-

stones of BWIMN, NC 

through the years and into the 

future. The stories of our past 

helped us to learn and re-

learn the steps so many 

women and men have taken 

to make BWIM, NC the strong 

organization it is today. Tell-

ing our current stories helped 

us to feel confident about how 

God is working in our midst 

now. Dreaming for the future 

gave us hope and inspiration 

to continue to follow as Godôs 

leads BWIM, NC for future 

generations.  Just as worship 

renewed our spirits, our an-

nual luncheon provided a 

time for celebration. BWIM, 

NC honored Knollwood Bap-

tist Church as the recipient of 

the 2010 Church Award.  The 

Anne Thomas Neil Award was 

presented to Jessie Bell Lewis 

 On a sunny March 

morning Baptist Women in 

Ministry, North Carolina 

gathered for our annual  con-

vocation at Knollwood Baptist 

Church, Winston Salem. Wor-

ship  focused our attention on 

Godôs work in and through 

BWIM, NC in the past, pre-

sent, and future.  

 Joshua 4: 1-7 gave us a 

focal point from scripture as 

we experienced ways that our 

story resonates with the story 

of Godôs leadership among 

Godôs people. Similar to the 

way the Israelites remem-

bered Godôs faithfulness to 

them by building a stone 

monument, we remembered 

our past, celebrated our pre-
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"pool" at Rocky Swamp. The pool is a 

sectioned part of Rocky Swamp 

stream that runs by the Rocky 

Swamp Primitive Baptist Church, 1/4 

mile from Antioch, and . . . full of 

crayfish and such. Claudeline had on 

a wool bathing suit and was shivering 

from head to toe. The pastor asked 

her if she was scared, and she said, 

"No. I was freezing to death."  At our 

last church follies, held in 2009, 

Jessie amazed everyone by reciting 

"Casey at the Bat" (then 94) and 

Claudeline astounded everyone by 

playing the harmonica (then 91). 

 These women were bold 

champions for justice, whether it was 

women's rights in general, the right 

for women to preach, or the right for 

all persons to be treated equally and 

to enjoy equally the freedoms of this 

country.  Their presence at Antioch 

helped to make the church a vision-

ary example of faith in action, of ex-

pecting that God can and will do new 

things and then embracing those new 

things when they come along. 

 
Excerpt from Jessie's Eulogies 

Rev. Susan Joyce 

          My installation service  

occurred only a few months after my 

coming (to Antioch), and I didnôt 

know Jessie very well.  She was to 

present me with the white stole that I 

now wear because she was the chair 

of the deacons. She came up to me 

just before the service and said she 

didnôt know what she was going to 

say. It would be a surprise.  Being 

short, I donôt stand eye to eye with 

too many people. When we got to that 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Jessie Belle 

Claudedine Lewis 

Alicia Davis Porterfield:  

 At BWIM,NC's 25th Anniver-

sary, in recognition of their faithful-

ness and courage, Jessie Bell and 

Claudeline were invited to light the 

candles to begin our time of worship. 

The first candle burned easily, but the 

second was more stubborn, though 

not more stubborn than Jessie Belle 

and Claudeline. In fact one of them 

reached up and pulled the dimly 

burning wick straight in an attempt to 

get it to behave and burn correctly.  

 Unfortunately, this put the 

flame out all together, but I was none-

theless impressed. Putting out a flame 

with your bare fingers?! Now that's 

impressive! As that year's Convener, I 

eventually came to the candle's rescue 

(not the sisters' rescue--they would've 

won in the end!) and thanked Jessie 

Belle and Claudeline so the service 

could continue. "As the women in 

ministry that we are, we will press 

on," I remarked. The determination 

and spirit of both sisters shone in the 

one candle's light and in their at-

tempts to light the second. We didn't 

need two candles; we had Jessie Belle 

and Claudeline, which was more than 

enough. 

 We thank God for Jessie Belle 

and Claudeline Lewis, who helped 

blaze a trail for women in ministry. 

May our organization always remem-

ber the contributions of all who have 

helped us on the way to serving God 

as we are called. 

 
From Rev. Susan Joyce, current pastor of 

Antioch:  

        One of Claudeline's favorite child-

hood stories is being baptized in the 
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 Knollwood Baptist Church, 

Winston -Salem, NC, has a wonderful 

reputation for affirming women's gifts 

in ministry. For decades, the women 

of Knollwood have been encouraged 

and called to serve in all areas of lay 

leadership and the diaconate. Numer-

ous ordinations of women have taken 

place there over the years--so much so 

that the gender of the ordinand has 

become the lesser interesting part of 

the story, subordinate to the sense of 

call and the life journey of the minis-

ter. Communion is regularly blessed 

and served by women's hands, wit-

nessing to all that "There is neither 

Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male 

nor female, for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:28 NIV). 

 With this history and present 

in mind BWIM,NC presented the 2010 

Church Award to Knollwood Baptist 

Church.  

 BWIM,NC's "Cloud of Wit-

nesses" quilt will be on display this 

year at Knollwood as a testament to 

our shared journey. Thanks be to God 

for Knollwood Baptist Church and its 

years of faithful service to the King-

dom of God. 

 
About Knollwood from Dr. Susan  Bor-

wick, member of the BWIM,NC Board and 

long-time member of KBC:  

  Founded in 1957, Knollwood 

has always incorporated women into 

its organization and vision.  The first 

woman deacon, Betty Beavers, was    

ordained in 1968. The first woman 

deacon chair, Betty Ann Upshaw, 

took office in 1983 and has been fol-

lowed by numerous women 

chairs.  The first woman minister 

Joan Hope came to Knollwood in the 

early 1980s and   began a women's 

retreat that still thrives.   The church 

has always held BWIM,NC close to its 

heart and is the biggest annual giver 

in North Carolina.   With many 

women leaders alongside men, Knoll-

wood sees as its current challenge 

finding places of service for every 

woman and man--not simply those 

who lead. 

Jessie and Claudedine  

place in the service, there came Jessie 

with her blue eyes twinkling, the cor-

ners of her mouth curled, stole in 

hand.   

 We were in a kind of sacred 

stand-off.  She was stifling a huge  gig-

gle as she picked the stole up and 

placed it around her neck like a 

feather boa. She proceeded to wrap it 

tighter around her neck and tell me, in 

Jessie style, not to wrap my leadership 

around my congregationôs neck like a 

noose. I wasnôt to tighten and constrict 

their abilities and capabilities. Then 

she moved it around her waist, and I 

thought we were in the middle of a 

fashion show. She then told me not 

to drag my congregation around 

where they did not want to go.  Then 

she placed it on my shoulders, very 

loosely draped, and told me to be 

open and accessible and honest, to 

God and to my congregation. If I 

lead from within, the congregation 

would follow. What wisdom she has 

given to all of the ministers here! 

(Continued on page 4) 
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What understanding 

of the type of leader-

ship that God calls 

us to! 

 
From BWIM, NC ATN 

Award Speech by Rev. 

Susan Joyce: 

 Claudeline 

received her bache-

lors degree from 

Womenôs College in Greensboro (now 

UNCG) in 1939, graduating Phi Beta 

Kappa. Unlike her sister Jessie, she 

chose to deviate from the family tradi-

tion for the women of a career in 

teaching, yet, she chose a career that 

still involved her in trying to pull the 

best out of people ï psychiatric social 

work. She went on to pursue her mas-

ters at Western Reserve in Cleveland, 

where she remained to work for sev-

eral years. Claudeline was a leader in 

the advancement not only of women 

in the ministry but also of social re-

form, mental health awareness, ecu-

menical participation and the recruit-

ment of new pastors to the Democ-

ratic party.   

ƧIf I lead from 

within,  

the congregation 

would follow. What 

wisdom she has 

given to all of the 

ministers here! 

What understand-

ing of the type of 

leadership that God 

calls us to!ò 

 Antioch is where our paths 

crossed. Being a pastor at Antioch 

with the Lewis sisters was quite an 

experience. Jessie wanted to teach 

me; Claudeline wanted to analyze me 

ï but they both wanted to embrace, 

love, nurture and support me as 

much as they had done with all their 

pastors, especially their women pas-

tors. They were our front line of de-

fense. They were our offensive line-

backers. 

 That is the pioneering spirit 

that birthed this organization of 

which Claudeline is still an active 

part. That is the pioneering spirit that 

blazed trails that made my path and 

many of yours easier to walk. It is 

that pioneering spirit that is born 

from a faith in a pioneer himself ï 

our Savior, Jesus Christ, who broke 

walls and barriers, who blazed trails, 

who called all peoples to himself ï 

Jew and Greek, Slave and Free, Male 

and Female, Tall and Short ï and 

who sends all peoples out to do his 

work, and in whose name we are 

gathered here today. 

 Thank you, Claudeline and 

Jessie, for making a place at the table, 

and at the pulpit, for us.       

2009-2010 BWIMNC Scholarship Recipients 

 Karen Doucette, Rebecca Hewitt-Newson,  

Brenda Thompson and Lynn Lingafelt 

Board Members of BWIM,NC 

Jessie Belle and Claudedine Lewis  

Claudedine (center) with former pastors of Antioch 


