
         Child care is provided to those 
who register their children. Please 
let Katie know the names and ages 
of the children prior to March 30. 
Charity Roberson and her Raleigh 
BSUers are our care givers. 
         Ridge Road Baptist Church is 
near Meredith College. Ridge Road 
intersects with Wade Avenue be-
hind the college. The church is a 
little over a mile down Ridge Road. 

         Join us as we celebrate the 
past 25 years of ministry. See the 
“Cloud of Witnesses” Quilt, honor-
ing women who have been “giants” 
in faith and ministry by encouraging 
others. 
         The Anne Thomas Neil 
Award and Church Award recipi-
ents will be announced. The congre-
gation receiving the Church Award 
will be able to display our quilt in 

their facility during the next year. 
         Following worship we will 
have a catered lunch at Ridge Road 
Baptist to celebrate the past 25 years. 
The cost of lunch is $10, paid at the 
door, but reservations are required. 
Register for the meal and for child-
care before March 30 by contacting 
Katie Kam at (910) 692-8750 or 
emailing her your desire to join us at 
marykatherinefam@yahoo.com. 

Neil, founder of BWIM/NC and 
my spiritual Mother. 
       Ernestine Burns was born of 
poor parentage in Mississippi, 
married a teacher and raised two 
daughters. She taught me the val-
ues all children need, and the 
church was her model for those 
values. The only time my par-
ents’ taxes were audited was be-
cause they gave too much to the 

 

 

church that year (after all, it was 
a building fund year).     
       Both parents taught me the 
value of education. Mother was 
the oldest of 12 children, only 8 
of whom lived beyond age 2. It 
fell her lot to leave school as a 
high school senior to help raise 
the younger children. So it was 
not until adult life, after moving 
to a college campus where my 

(Continued on page 3) 
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25th Anniversary Convocation 

Friday, April 11, 2008 
Fellowship at 9:45 a.m. 

Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
  Dr. Pam Durso, Proclaimer                     An Original Song Cycle on Biblical Women 
  Associate Executive Director,                                                   Composed by Dr. Susan Borwick 

  Baptist History and Heritage Society                       Sung by former BWIM,NC scholarship recipient Emily Hull 
Ridge Road Baptist Church 

2011 Ridge Road, Raleigh, North Carolina 

        The opportunity to publicly 
offer appreciation to women who 
have birthed, nurtured, encour-
aged and supported me is a 
pleasure. I have chosen Ernestine 
Burns, my birth Mother; Vera 
Mace, the co-founder of 
A.C.M.C. (Association for Cou-
ples in Marriage Enrichment) 
and my intellectual and emo-
tional Mother; and Ann Thomas 

A Tribute to Significant Witnesses 
By Anne Compere 



PAGE 2 

A Cloud of 

Witnesses 

Dr. Sheryl D. Adams 

April Walker Alston 

Dr. Katherine E. Amos 

Dr. Charles Arrington 

Ottie Arrington 

Antioch Baptist Church, Enfield 

Marj Bennett 

Rita Bennett 

Karen H. Bolton 

Alice Justice Bovender 

Dr. Susan Borwick 

Bettye Howell Briggs 

Ava Hawthorne Brown 

Caralie Brown 

Lee Spivey Brown 

Suzanne Brown 

Rev. Linda Browne 

Ernestine J. Burns 

Joyce Camp 

Bethany Cartledge 

Jan Cartledge 

Rev. Buddy Corbin 

Rev. Gail Coulter 

Rev. Vickie Brannon Cowell 

Edna Davis 

Dr. Doug Dickens 

Irma Duke 

Martha Branon Edwards 

Doris Eller 

Velma McGee Ferrell 

Farmville Baptist Church 

Fidelis Class, FBC, Wilson 

Mona Fulghum 

Delma Galloway 

Elizabeth Garner 

Jill Jenkins Getty 

Dr. Daniel E. Goodman 

Dick & Ginger Graves 

Rev. Joy Heaton 

Estelle Dabbs Hendricks 

Margaret Hightower 

Rev. Billy Honeycutt 

Nancy Hopkins 

Karen Jeffcoat Hudson 

Doris Jeffcoat 

Elaine Merchant Jeffcoat 

Rev. Laura Mae Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

Jeannie Smith Jones  

Christopher Joyce 

 

5th Annual Women 
of the Church  
Conference 

 
Speaker:   

Dr. Diana Garland, Dean, Baylor 
School of Social Work 

 

Clergy Conference 
2/28-29/08   
Conference Fee 
 $40 plus hotel  

($115 per night) 
  

Laity Conference 
2/29 - 3/2/08 

Conference Fee - $30 plus  ho-
tel  ($115 per night) 

 

Theme:  “Spring 
Cleaning - Making 

Room for God”   
 

The Hilton at Kingston Planta-
tion in Myrtle Beach, SC 

 
Contact Amanda Atkin, 

Amanda.atkin@gfbccary.org 
or Christy McMillin-
Goodwin at cgood  

win@aoklandchurch.com 
 
 

Sponsored by SC CBF, NC CBF, 
and national CBF 

Rev. Susan Joyce 

Martha Kearse 

Dr. Gerald L. Keown 

Minnie Davis Lancaster 

Johnnie Sue Lee 

Cleo Satcher Letbetter 

Nan Leaptrott 

Mary Lennon 

Sally MacCallum 

Vera Mace 

Sandy Mashburn 

Becky Matheny 

Velma Preslar McGee 

Lisa Jeffcoat McNeal 

Mary Lou Merchant 

Rev. Geneva Metzger 

Frances Moore 

Juanita Spivey Moore 

Louise Parrish Murray 

Alan and Virginia Neely 

Anne Thomas Neil 

Ruby Paisley 

Rev. Sonja Phillips 

Sandy Pittman 

Rev. Judy Powell 

Rev. Mary Anne Ramsey 

Jeanne R. Read 

Vivian Ricks 

Paula Settle 

Rev. Kay Simpson 

Henry Skinner 

Dr. Layne Smith 

Linda Smith 

Caroline Mitchell Spivey 

Dr. Sophia Steibel 

Rev. Maria Stinnett 

Caroline Mercer Sweeney 

Blythe Taylor 

Jane Turner 

Lynn S. Vining 

Dianne Viverette 

Bobbie Warenda 

Carolyn Weller 

Ruby Wells 

Dr. Danny West 

Gwendolyn C. West 

Sarah Whitley 

Sisters who came before and  

Sisters yet to come 

“A Cloud of Witnesses” Quilt 
These people have been honored with a square on our quilt. 



“At age 94 she is  
modeling how to plan 

for later years and 
how to live responsibly 
and pleasantly during 
those years. She care-
fully planned when she 
would sell her home, 
move 650 miles to 

North Carolina at age 
84 and live independ-
ently in a retirement 

community.”  

PAGE 3 

A Cloud of 

Witnesses 

Significant Witnesses 

Dad taught, that she completed her de-
gree and gradually graduated from col-
lege, while working full-time. She later 
commuted 100 miles round-trip to get a 
graduate degree, and then taught Soci-
ology in the same college as Dad. 
       During the roughest times of my 
life, she was supportive, helpful and 
encouraging. The quality of her rela-
tionships with her children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren enrich all 
our lives. 
       At age 94 she is modeling how to 
plan for later years and how to live re-
sponsibly and pleasantly during those 
years. She carefully planned when she 
would sell her home, move 650 miles 
to North Carolina at age 84 and live 
independently in a retirement commu-
nity. She is fully involved in our local 
church and volunteers on its commit-
tees as well as in her retirement com-
munity. She still drives, reads (read the 
Bible through during 2007) and enjoys 
a full circle of friends. Her life still 
shines, as it has all my life, to guide 
and encourage those who have the 
privilege of knowing her. 
       Vera Mace came into my life at a 
very crucial time. She and husband 
David moved to Winston-Salem to 
work in the newly-formed Marital 
Health Clinic, a part of Bowman Gray 
Medical School.  On their 40th wedding 
anniversary, they founded A.C.M.E. 
(the first non-denominational marriage 
enrichment organization). I was invited 
to serve as its first Executive Officer on 
a Lilly Foundation grant. They helped 
develop skills I never knew I had and 
taught me what I know about leader-
ship and training leaders. They encour-
aged me to return to school for a mas-
ter’s degree in Family Relations and 
Counseling which has been the basis 
for most of the rest of my professional 
career. When my husband left me, they 

(Continued from page 1) were my greatest support outside my 
family, especially Vera. They ended 
their productive years at Highland 
Farms, a retirement community they 
helped develop in Black Mountain.     
       After David’s death in 1990, I con-
tinued to visit Vera several times a 
year. I became part of her support in 
her last years in NC as she moved from 
independent to assisted living to nurs-
ing care.  Vera just celebrated her 106th 
birthday but has moved out of state to 
be near family in Vermont. One of the 
pains of my life is the likelihood of 
never seeing her in person again. 
         Anne Neil entered my life much 
later.  Her first influence on my life 
came simply from hearing and reading 
of her early life, her missionary experi-
ences and her influence in the birthing 
of BWIM/NC.  As I came to know her 
through BWIM and participation in Al-
liance of Baptists, I grew to appreciate 
her personally and invited her nurtur-
ing, friendship and support, which she 
graciously offered. I suggested her as a 
leader of my church’s Women’s Re-
treat and that experience deepened our 
personal friendship. I’ve had the pleas-
ure of hosting her and Lloyd in my 
home for an Alliance of Baptists’ meet-
ing and attending her very special and 
significant ordination service at age 80 
at Millbrook Baptist in Raleigh. She 
has never ceased to amaze me or failed 
to offer me guidance, encouragement 
and love. 

Baptist Women in  

Ministry, NC, publishes a  newsletter  

3 times a year. 

Editor: Alicia Davis-Porterfield  

Graphic Editor: Lynn C. Odom 

momof3knights@triad.rr.com 



Baptist Women in Ministry,  NC 
 

A l i c i a  D a v i s  P o r t e r f i e l d ,  C o n v e n e r ,  a n d  J e a n e l l  C o x,  C o n v e n e r - E l e c t  

A m a n d a  A t k i n ,  F a i t h e  B e a m ,  K e n d e l l  C a m e r o n ,  A n n e  C om p e r e ,  D i a n e  C o x ,  E l i z a b e t h  E d w a r d s ,  K a t i e  
F a m ,  J a c k  G l a s g o w ,  D o n  G o r d o n ,  T e r r y  H o n e y c u t t ,  J o hn n i e  J a c k s o n ,  G e n e v a  M e t z g e r ,  T i m  M o o r e ,  
D o u g  M u r r a y ,  K a t h y  N a i s h ,  S h e i l a  R u s s ,  L y n n  O d o m  ( Re c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y ) ,  J u d y  J o h n s o n  
( T r e a s u r e r ) ;  F r e d  G r i s s o m  ( H i s t o r i a n ) ,   J e n n y  F o l m ar  ( W e b s e r v a n t ) ,  S c h o l a r s h i p  R e c i p i e n t s :  K a r e n  
B o n d s ,  E u n i c e a  F a y e  P a r k e r ,  C a r l a  W i l l i a m s o n ,  C a m e ro n  V i c k e r y  

—INVOICE— 

Annual Dues for 2008     

�  New Membership $25 

�  Renewing Membership $25 

�  Student Membership $15 

�  Institutional Membership  $ __________ 

�  Contribution Kay Simpson Endowment       $_________                      TOTAL _______ 

        Mail to: JJ Johnson 

           BWIM,NC Treasurer 

         2719 Gordon Street 

          Raleigh, NC 27608 

Please make your check payable to “BWIM-NC” and note “2008 dues.” 

Thank you for your membership and support of women in ministry. 

Please add or correct any information below. 

Name:  _______________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________ City, Zip  _________________ 

Phone:  ____________________________________________ 

E-mail:  ____________________________________________ 

Position:  __________________________________________________ Laity or clergy? 

Institution/Church:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Institutional Address:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Would you be willing to contribute material for our newsletter?_______________________________ 

News or ideas for Newsletter:  _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 



“  

2/25-28/08  CBF Youth Ministers’  
                    Retreat, Myrtle Beach 
 
2/28-29/08  5th Annual Women of the 
       Church Conference, Clergy,  
  Myrtle Beach 
 
2/29-3/2/08  5th Annual Women of the 
       Church Conference, Laity,  
  Myrtle Beach 
 
3/4, 5/08      Tribble Lecture Series 
                         Wait Chapel, WFU 
 
3/28-30/08  Alliance of Baptists  
                    Convocation 
              St. Charles Avenue BC,  
                          New Orleans 
 
4/11/08        BWIM,NC Convocation 
              Ridge Road BC, Raleigh  
   
4/11-12/08   CBF NC General Assembly 
              Forest Hills BC, Raleigh  
   
6/18/08       BWIM Annual Gathering,  
       25th Anniversary Celebration,  
              Memphis, Tenn.  
 
6/19-20/08  CBF National General  
       Assembly, Cook Convention  
  Center, Memphis, Tenn.  

UpComing Events 
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Journey  

Without Map: 
Words of Hope 

for  
Changing Times 

 

Collaboration of      
Anne Thomas Neil, 
Karen L. Caldwell and 
Karen S. Moore 

Cost: $18  

Book may be             
pre-ordered by sending 
$18, plus $1.22 tax and 
$3 shipping ($22.22) to:  

Advent Spirituality   
Center 

PO Box 191 
Mars Hill, NC  28754 

       Please help us to locate and regis-
ter all women who have been ordained 
by Baptist churches and those who are 
serving as professional women in min-
istry, including those who are not or-
dained!  
       If you are a Baptist woman in min-
istry, you are invited to complete the 
BWIM Registry, which can be found at 
www.bwim.info. You may also com-
plete the Registry for a friend or family 
member, who cannot complete it for 
herself. We are building a data base of 
women serving as ministers in Baptist 
life and those who have been ordained 
to ministry. It should take about five 
minutes to complete the BWIM Regis-
try. Please register today. And share 
this invitation with other women you 
know!  

BWIM Registry for   

Ordained &  

Professional Women 

in Ministry 

The Alban Institute. The Male-Female Church Staff: Celebrating the Gifts; Confronting 
the Challenges.   Boston, MA: The Alban Institute, 1994.  

France, R.T. Women in the Church's Ministry:A Test Case for Biblical Interpretation. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997.  

Grenz, Stanley J. and Kjesbo, Denise Muir. Women In The Church: A Biblical Theology Of 
Women In Ministry. Downers Grove, IL: Inter Varsity Press, 1995.  

McGee,Lee and Troeger, Thomas H. Wrestling with the Patriarchs: Retrieving Women's 
Voices in Preaching. Nashville, TN: Abington Press, 1996.  

Mitchell, Ella Pearson. Those Preaching Women: Volumes 1-3. Valley Forge, PA: Judson 
Press, 1996.  

Ricci, Carla. Mary Magdalene and Many Others: Women who Followed  Jesus. Minneapo-
lis, MN: Fortress Press, 1994.  

Zikmund, Barbara B., Adair T. Lummis, and Patricia M. Y Chang. Clergy Women: An Up-
hill Calling. Louisville, KY: Westminster, John Knox Press, 1998.  

http://www.abwim.org/readingList.htm 

Need Something to Read ?  



% Lynn Odom 
173 Grove Park Lane 
Lexington, NC  27295 

B A P T I S T  W O M E N  I N  

M I N I S T R Y  O F  N C  

Website  

www.bwimnc.com 

Kay Simpson  

Memorial Fund 

 
         BWIM thanks all persons who have contrib-
uted to the Kay Simpson Memorial Scholarship 
Endowment. We are $716.97 below the 
$25,000.00 goal. The Cloud of Witnesses Quilt is 
being made so no names can be added. However, 
donations to fulfill the goal are being accepted 
and appreciated. As we race to finish on April 11, 
we hope to reach this goal. If you can help, please 
send your gift to: BWIM, NC 
    % JJ Johnson, Treasurer  
    2719 Gordon Street 
   Raleigh, NC  27608 

 
Goal by Convocation 

$25,000 
Given to date: $24,283.03  
Needed by April: $716.97  

Original Grin 
Tidbits to Tickle  

Your Ribs   

Everything I need to know 
about life, I learned from Noah's Ark.  

 
1. Don't miss the boat.  
2. Remember that we are all in the same boat.  
3. Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the Ark.  
4. Stay fit. When you're 600 years old, someone may ask you 
to do something really big.  
5. Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to 
be done.  
6. Build your future on high ground.  
7. For safety's sake, travel in pairs.  
8. Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on board 
with the cheetahs.  
9. When you're stressed, float a while.  
10. Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by 
professionals.  
11. No matter the storm, when you are with God, there's al-
ways a rainbow waiting. 


