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Faith and Books

We Baptists are known as
"people of the Book." Officially,
the saying refers to the high view
Baptists have of the Bible as
God's word. Perhaps our love of
the gripping stories and rich
characters of the Bible has also
shaped us to be people of books,
people who love a good yarn and
a well-crafted plot. Having
known the power of God's re-
demption and grace, we learn to
hear these gifts in the books we
read, whether the authors use the

lationship.

Convocation 2010

Friday, March 19, 2010
Knollwood Baptist Church, Winston -Salem, NC
211 01 OET UPOT wli 1 w/ EVU0OW, (

9:30 AM Registration and Fellowship
10:15 AM  Business Session
10:30 AM  Worship

Proclaimers during Worship

Veronice Miles, Asst. Prof., WFU Divinity School

LeAnne Spruill , Min. of Students and Recreation,
Yates BC, Durham

Wanda Kidd , College Ministry Consultant,
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language of faith or not. The
God who speaks to us every-
where also speaks to us through
the books we read, inviting us to
deeper reflection and deeper re-

This newsletter centers on
Faith and Books, that intersec-
tion between what we read and
what we believe. Rita Mangum,
Minister of Christian Education,
Bible Missionary BC of Wilson,
writes about how God used a be-
loved book to nurture several

key relationships. Various Board
members offer their current reads
and how God is using that book
in their lives.

We invite you to let us know
what you are reading and how
God is using it on our new
BWIM,NC Facebook page. To-
gether, we can help one another
compile a solid reading list that
will help grow our faith.

Alicia Davis-Porterfield

Lunch and Award Presentations to Follow

To reserve lunch, email borwick@wfu.edu.

Child Care is available upon request.

Sheri Adams and Sue Todd will be
available for book signings

DIRECTIONS: Enter Winston-Salem on Business
40. Take Exit 3A and go north on Knollwood Street.
KBC will be on the left, 330 Knollwood Street.
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et, when I read to
them, they were little
boys again,
eagerly awaiting the
beginning of the
next chapter.
Through Billy,
the main character,
they were living a
life that had

somehow passed

them by. o
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The Ministry of a Good Book

by Rita Magnum

As a church librarian and retired
reading teacher, | have long understood
the ministry of a good story.

When my dad suffered a major
stroke at the age of fifty-three, he was
practically a non-reader, having re-
ceived little formal education. His eye-
sight had been seriously damaged, and
for several months he qualified to re-
ceive recorded books in the mail from
the library for the blind. He had been an
avid outdoorsman, busying himself dur-
ing hunting season, building his own
boat for freshwater fishing, and tending
a large, annual vegetable garden. After
the stroke, such adventures only
awaited him in the passages of appeal-
ing novels.

When his vision improved and
the books for the blind ceased coming,
he turned to my mother to continue the
service. She was a great oral reader and
could make fictional characters come
alive. The first book she read to him

was Wi | s &kere iReaRwdl|Fdns

Grows, which contained escapades that
Daddy had similarly experienced as a
boy. For the rest of his life, Daddy
would often mention truths from that
book.

All good things must come to an
end; Mama had
paralysis had limited his mobility. The
stroke had robbed many of his abilities.
Mother was now doing double-time,
caring for responsibilities that had once
been his. No longer could she continue
spending so much time reading to him.
To quench his thirst for another great
story and to relieve her workload,
Daddy had to learn to read.

As a middle school language
arts teacher, | was interested in the ti-
tles Daddy was reading. Since | lived
five hours away from my parents, | vis-
ited them every Sunday afternoon by

tel ephone. I |l ooked

weekly book reports and used many of
the books he read in my classroom. In
return, 1 would recommend titles to
him. Words cannot express how proud
I was of his progress and the fact that
my dad and I now shared a common
interest. For twenty-seven years, read-
ing brought new life to my daddy.
When he passed away eight
years ago, he had read the entire Bible
several times. Mama gave his large col-
lection of western novels to my hus-
band, and she donated his classics and
inspirational
brary. How honored | was to print his
name on the
bookplate for each volume!
My story, however, does not
end here. Where the Red Fern Grows
became standard reading for my school
children. I bought a classroom set,
enough for each student to have a copy.
Most years, | would read the book to
the children. Although we used it to
develop language arts skills, the book

w o r k offerenl waderful leB3@nglalooyt faith,

prayer, unconditional love, and sacri-
fice.

I will always remember the year
I read it to a group of boys who had
been expelled from their assigned
schools. I was the language arts/social
studies teacher for a new alternative
school, which had begun to keep boys
like these in school and off the streets.

1L

books
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Baptist Women in Ministry, NC

Johnnie Jackson, Convener, and Geneva Metzger, Convener-Elect

Jennifer Asbill, Dennis Atwood, Gail Coulter, Elizabeth Edwards, Curtis Freeman, g{ .""'J J iy ,,
Terry Honeycutt, Ginny lIreland, Linda Jones, Michael Lea, Rita Mangum, Tim ()l ‘&" = '“‘I U<l|
Moore, Doug Murray, Jean Powers, Charity Roberson, Erin Walker, Luelle Crumpler 'rfly Q ”@% C’_\"‘. 'ﬁ" )
(Treasurer); Susan Borwick (Recording Secretary; Lynn Odom (Past Convener); Fred w‘h “-\%—"' \?‘,‘/’f /'i"'v""
Grissom (Historian); Jenny Folmar (Webservant); Alicia Davis-Porterfield \x& //)//
(Newsletter Editor); ScholarshipRecipients: Karen Doucette, Rebecca Hewitt- %”q‘ssii‘:)/ﬂc?
Newsom, Lynn Lingafelt, Vicki Sneed, s

[ 2010 INVOICES

Name: -malt:

Address: City, Zip

Phone: H C

Position: Laity or clergy?

Institution/Church:

Annual Dues for 2010

. Mail to: Luelle Crumpler
New Membership $25 BWIM,NC Treasurer

1808 Ellison Creek Rd.

Renewing Membership $25 Lewisville. NC 27023

Student Membership $15
Institutional Membership $

Contribution Kay Simpson Endowment ~ $ TOTAL

Pl ease make your cNEackapayabile @©205H6)\

Thank you for your membership and support of women in ministry.

What topic you would like us look at in our newsletter?

Suggest a topic and writer:

PAGE 3
Mail to: Luelle Crumpler, BWIM,NC Treasurer, 1808 Ellison Creek Rd., Lewisville, NC 27023
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Ministry of Good Books Continued

— My task was to help each one of them read together. As shoulders began to
pass end-of-course tests. The only way shake, faces were buried in arms encir-
I could motivate them to attempt class cled on the table. Nobody could look at
Share with us the assignments was to read to them. If all anybody else that afternoon. We just all
books ”{‘”you are lessons were completed daily by a des- cried together. Tha
r ea‘?’”g and ignated time, | would read a chapter bonded, and by the end of the semester,
the journeys from Where the Red Fern Grows. each student passed
they are taking you. My students were a tough lot, Ministry has a way of self-
no strangers to law enforcement. Their perpetuation. My mother read a good
Go to the BWIM,NC offenses included grand thief auto, ille- book to my daddy, and his life was
Facebook page gal substance abuse, parent abuse, vio- changed for the better. Daddy shared
and write a blurb lent behavior, etc. Yet, when | read to his blessing with me. Since blessings
or them, they were little boys again, ea- are difficult to keep to oneself, | passed
Email Lynn Odom at gerly awaiting the beginning of the next it on to my students. Although | cannot
car e4g0fisea” th chapter. Through Billy, the main char- report on all who were affected, | do
@gmail.com acter, they were living a life that had know that it changed the lives of a few.
We might include somehow passed them by. | once received a precious note from a
them in future | always had difficulty reading former fifth-grader after she had begun
newsletters. aloud the chapter ferowniehching tareeB $he wagted s d o
— died, and that year was no different. me to know that she was reading Where
With tears rolling down my cheeks, I the Red Fern Grows to her students!
watched those six young men succumb, God chooses the tool through
like falling dominos, to deep emotions which He will accomplish His Will. |
that each had tried so hard to hide. We am thankful He sometimes chooses a
always sat at a large, round table to good book.
Good Reads
Jim and Casper Go to Church The Poisonwood Bible
by Jim Henderson by Barbara Kingsolver
A fast, funny, and formative This book show a view of mid-
read of how various church worship styles twentieth century Southern Baptist mission
are interpreted by a church outsider. Jim work (as practiced by some) and the tur-
Henderson, a Christian minister, literally moil of the Congo as nationals strive to
b St T L pays Matt Casper, an open-minded atheist, overthrow the white colonialists who have
J"V' &CASPER to travel with him to churches throughout long exploited them and their land. Told
GO TO CHURCH the United States. The truth hurts and in- through the voices of the wife and four
forms. How would Casper respond to my daughters, we learn much about language,
church? Each chapter focuses on one par- cultures, history, human nature, and the
ticular church -- churches range from the struggle of women under a dominating
well-known to the unknown. husband/father. We also see the beauty of
PAGE 4 Ginny Ireland, Ardmore BC, WS Africa and her people. This book really

(Continued on Page



Good Reads Continued

reinforced for me the need to encourage
girls and women--by giving them a voice
and choices in education, experience and
world view--in the church as well as the
wider world.

Jean Powers, Memorial BC, Buies Creek

Domesticity and Dissent in the
Seventeenth Century,
by Katherine Gillespie

Gillespie is a feminist literary
critic. She discusses several Baptist women
and is mostly interested in notions of
agency and voice. Gillespie is not as inter-
ested in the theological and spiritual di-
mensions of these

Sarah Wight, Anna Trapnel, Jane
Turner, Katherine Sutton, Elizabeth Poole,
Katherine Chidley, and Anne Wentworth
are fascinating.

fiVisionary Women Among the Early
Baptistso Baptist
(January 2010)

Curtis is working on a book tenta-
tively entitled: When Women Were Preach-
ers (Baylor University Press, Spring 2011).
It will contain the writings of 17th century
Baptist prophetesses in their OWN voices
and words.

Also, the last Baptist House news-
letter focused on women in ministry.
Here's the link:

http://www.divinity.duke.edu/
programs/baptisthouse/bhnews/
document view

Curtis Freeman, Research Professor of
Theology and Director of the Baptist
House of Studies Duke Divinity School.

The Dance of the Dissident Daughter
by Sue Monk Kidd

This book brought six women to-
gether several years ago, ostensibly to dis-
cuss the book. Several generations were
represented, the youngest in her late 30s,
the oldest in her early 70s. All had either
read the book or wanted to read it and dis-
cuss it. That "book club™ format soon be-
came two to three hours of "checking in"
on each other monthly. In some ways, they
are "church" for me. All who could attend
had speaking roles in my ordination in
2005. We aren't a church group, we aren't
even a group of six any more--we are

w GVenenm@veorking and sURPastigasone

another's faith journey. Thanks be to God!
Susan Borwick, Professor of Music,
Wake Forest University

Three Cups of Tea:
One Manods
@ra School AtrAl Tyne
by Greg Mortenson

Three Cups of Tea is so much
more than the story of one man's work. The
book certainly reveals how Mortenson
came to build a school in a remote area of
Pakistan, but it does not stop there. Mort-
enson sought to help do one thing in one
place at one time.

More than 15 years later Morten-
son's Central Asia Institute has helped to
build 131 schools in remote regions of Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. Mortenson's books
(his second book, "Stones into Schools"
was published in 2009) give insight into
one man's journey by showing what can
happen when men, women, and children
work together for good. My spirit is chal-
lenged through Mortenson's story to dream
big, work hard, and never underestimate
the importance of building relationships.

Erin Lysse, Minster to Families,
Union Cross BC, Kernersville

Mi ssi on

(Continued on fage
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SUE MONK KIDD

author of \The Secrer/Life of Bees
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Baptist Women in Ministry,
NC, publishes a newsletter
3 times a year.
Editor: Alicia Davis-
Porterfield
Graphic Editor:

Lynn C. Odom

momof3knights@triad .rr.com

PAGE 5

Pe



SBAPTIST WOMEN IN " : :‘ 1
MINISTRY OF NC : . . :

Website

www.bwimnc.com

Help Us GO
GREEN!

Wedve increa
mailing list in the past year.
Hel p us AGo Gre
save money by giving us
your email address. Email
Lynn Odom and s

% Lynn Odom
204 Sturdivant Rd..

Durham, NC 27705 ? T

Book Reads Continued

Coping with Prejudicepy Paul A. Holloway
A scholarly treatment of I Peter, this book
communicates consolation and coping skills to be-
leaguered church folks. This text stretches my intel-
lect as well as my social and spiritual consciousness
concerning prejudices in my experience as well as in
the church and larger society.
Gail Coulter, Retired Pastor,
Providence BC, Hendersonville

A Mad Desire to Danceby Elie Wiesel change your listing for the newsletter. If you
A novel by a Holocaust survivor, this book  receive both an email and paper version of the

is intense and powerful. newsletter, let her know that too. For every

Grace (Eventually, by Anne Lamott newsletter we send via email, we save $ by not
Lamott made me laugh and cry. As usual, sending it via snail mail.

her stories are provocative and earthy. Whether you . . .

love Anne Lamott or you hate her, she never disap- For an email version: email

points. cared4godsearth@gmail.com

Elizabeth Edwards, Associate Pastor,
Lakeside BC, Rocky Mount

Unchristian,
by Dave Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons
Unchristian is an eye-opening account of
Christian faith, and the church, viewed through the
lens of teens and twenty-somethings. The author's f b k
research conducted over a three year period offers a a ce oo ®
wake up call to those of us who labor insider the
walls of the church. Perception is reality for many

people, and in this case, the Check out BWIM,NC on
=L

perception of the next genera-

tion cannot be ignored Facebook!
S n Dennis Atwood, Pastor, FBC, Become a fan and connect
~3 . .
q christan Mt. Olive, with other BWIMers.
g Adjunct Instructor of Religion,

Mt. Olive College
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