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Laughter is carbonated holiness. 

  --Anne Lamott 

 

        Laughter may well be among 

God's greatest gifts to humanity. It 

keeps us sane, unties our knots and 

defuses difficult situations. In this 

issue, we explore God's gift of 

laughter, offering quotations from 

famous folk and funny ministry mo-

ments from our own membership. 

May these thoughts inspire a 

chuckle and invite you to reflect on 

your own funny moments. And the 

next time you laugh, may you rec-

ognize it as ñcarbonated holiness.ò 

Alicia Davis Porterfield 

ñThen our mouth was filled with 

laughter, and our tongue with shouts 

of joy; then they said among the 

nations, óThe Lord has done great 

things for them.ôò       Psalm 126:2 

        Two weeks ago, I welcomed 

everyone in my congregation to 

"First Baptist Church," despite the 

fact the church typically goes by 

"Sandy Plains Baptist Church," and 

despite the fact I have been pastor 

of said church for a year and a half 

now. It was really special. 

        When serving as a chaplain at 

a retirement village, a volunteer set 

up the communion table for me. Her 

gracious help was matched with a 

flair for decorating, so the table was 

well-accessorized. Once, she placed 

our stand-alone gold cross back a 

(Continued on page 2) 

Laughter Lessons 

BWIM,NC 2011 Convocation 

Calvary Baptist Church, Asheville, NC 

Friday, March 25, 2011   

Fellowship at 9:15 am, Business at 10 am  

And Worship at 10:15 

A bus will leave First Baptist Church at 9:30 am taking folks to Calvary. 
ñInstead, I want to see a mighty flood of justice, an   
endless river of righteous living.ò    Amos 5:24 

        Join Baptist Women in Ministry of North Carolina at our annual convocation at Calvary Baptist Church in 

Asheville, NC, on March 25th. The theme verse for our worship will be Amos 5:24. After worship, we will en-

joy a salad lunch and presentation of our annual awards. Childcare will be provided during the business session 

and worship.  

        The cost for lunch will be $10.00. To make your reservation for lunch, please RSVP to Jennifer Asbill 

at jiasbill@gmail.com by Monday, March 21st. Also, please be sure to stop by our booth in the Exhibit Hall at 

the CBFNC General Assembly the same weekend!   

Directions: Follow I-240 around Asheville. Take Exit 2 for US 19/23 to W. Asheville. Turn right:  

531 Haywood Rd.  A handicapped entrance and elevator access are located at the entrance on Baker Str.  

mailto:jiasbill@gmail.com
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Laughter Lessons 

ñThe most wasted of all 

days is one  

without laughter.ò   

e.e. cummings  

 

What soap is to the body, 

laughter is to the 

soul.  Yiddish Proverb 

 

ñWith the fearful strain 

that is on me night and 

day, if I did not laugh I 

should die.ò 

Abraham Lincoln 

bit on the table, in between the bread and 

the cup. As I spread my arms to welcome 

everyone to the table, my bat-like robe 

sleeves caught the edge of the cross and 

knocked it to the ground, prompting a col-

lective gasp of horror from the congrega-

tion. Red-faced, I bent down, grabbed the 

cross and set it back in its normal place. 

ñYet another reminder that God does not 

expect our perfection,ò I quipped without 

thinking. Thank God, everyone laughed. 

 

             

        In 1988, the atmosphere for Baptist 

ministers who were women was bleak and 

even hostile in many Baptist locales. I was a 

member of a church troubled by the seem-

ing backlash against women answering 

God's vocational call. 

        Our church staff asked me to write 

"The Knollwood Home Companion," a self-

deprecating and fun "show" for the congre-

gation and community. Our show had spon-

sors, just like the model "A Prairie Home 

Companion" had with Powdermilk Biscuits 

and Ketchup. One of our sponsors was 

Johnny-B-Cleaner Baptismal Cleanser, 

"named for your friend and mine, that saint, 

John the Baptist. It comes in three colors-- 

red from the Red Sea, blue from the River 

Jordan, and gray of the Dead Sea.ò  

        Then came the punch line: "Johnny-B-

Cleaner, when used by male ordained per-

sons, will make your font spotless." That 

last line got the big laugh. Women in the 

audience, some of whom were newly or-

dained, bent over laughing. Many people 

who hadn't laughed in a long time enjoyed 

heehawing at ourselves and our dilemmas. 

 

            

        Buddy, our Weimeraner dog, often 

traveled with us to church meetings. When a 

box of pew Bibles arrived, we opened the 

box to verify the number, etc. Later we dis-

covered two books with mauled covers, 

courtesy of a lively puppy. The mauled cop-

ies ended up in a Sunday school area, and a 

dear lady sewed lovely tapestry book cov-

ers for them. Those dog hymnals have be-

come a permanent joke at our church! 

          

        Several years ago I was helping to 

serve communion at a worship service and 

was holding the loaf of bread as people 

came forward for intinction. Each person 

came forward, broke off a piece of bread, 

and I  quietly whispered, "This is the body 

of Christ, broken for you." One sweet older 

lady leaned in close to me. I thought she 

was going to whisper a prayer or blessing 

of her own when she said, "I'm very hun-

gry, dear, so I'm just going to take a really 

big piece." With a wink and a chunk of 

bread large enough to make a sandwich, 

she made her way back to her seat! 

 

           

        Early in my years as Campus Minister 

at UNCG, our BSU President came into 

my office in a pretty agitated state. Even 

though we had a dedicated group of student 

leaders, she was feeling the full stress of 

trying to encourage the larger BSU group 

to assume some of the responsibility for the 

ministry we were trying to do on our cam-

pus. I asked what was wrong. She stood to 

her full 4'11'' height, put her hands on her 

hips and almost shouted: "Do these stu-

dents think all this stuff happens by 

magic?" I almost laughed as I replied: 

"Yes, some of them do."   

        We talked until she was calm enough 

to go along to what she needed to do. She 

was beginning to understand that standing 

in the place of leadership is often tiring, 

unappreciated and expected by those who 

just sit and enjoy the blessings of other 

people's efforts. For me, that phrase;  "Do 

these people think all this stuff happens by 

magic?" gives me a chuckle, but reminds 

me that I am ultimately only responsible 

for my commitment to God. 

Buddy, the Weimeraner 



Nominees for 

BWIM,NC Board  

Lynn Brinkley 

unexpired term 

 

Tony Cartledge 

Karen Metcalf Eickhoff  

Kheresa Harmon 

Alicia Davis  

Porterfield 

Keith Vaughn 
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        It is the goal of every youth minister to 

lead and guide their students to become 

disciples of Jesus Christ. This, of course, is 

under the pretext that we know something 

about how to get there ourselves.   

        It was Labor Day, 2009. I had only 

been the Minister of Students at Yates Bap-

tist Church in Durham for two months. As 

anyone fresh out of Divinity School, I was 

eager to demonstrate to my teenagers that I 

was a strong, yet fun leader.   

        Since schools were out for the holiday, 

I planned a Mystery Trip for the group.  

Equipped with only a list of five items they 

should be sure to pack for the day, fifteen 

students and chaperones packed our bus 

and trusted me to lead them to their un-

known destination. 

        The plan for the day was simply to 

hike Hillsboroughôs Occoneechee Moun-

tain trail and to spend some time in down-

town Hillsborough. I took my friend, Mi-

chelle, with me over the weekend to me-

ticulously plan out the tripðhow long it 

took to hike the trail, good places to get a 

snack or do some shopping afterwards, etc.  

On our scouting trip, I noticed a sign on the 

sidewalk in downtown Hillsborough adver-

tising that they sold Locopops. ñThatôs it!ò  

I told Michelle. Weôll go hiking and then 

come down here and get a Locopop!ò (In 

case youôve never had a Locopop, they are 

amazing!).   

        The Labor Day Mystery Trip was run-

ning smoothly. We hiked Occoneechee 

Mountain and enjoyed the scenic view from 

its overlook. We climbed back on the bus 

for phase two of the operation: Downtown 

Hillsborough and a Locopop. Still keeping 

up with the ñmysteryò theme, I did not tell 

the students where were going, only that 

they would love it when we got there.   

        After walking up and down Churton 

Street for about fifteen minutes, I still could 

not find this elusive Locopop seller I just 

saw two days earlier. My teenagers thought 

this was part of my mysterious game, but I 

was seriously boggled. I donôt remember if 

it was hot that September day or not, but I 

was sweating. Desperate to make a good 

impression, now I was going to have to tell 

my students and my adult chaperones that 

their leader was lost in downtown Hillsbor-

ough! Finally I told them what we were 

looking for and how I could not seem to 

remember where I saw it. Hot and thirsty, 

my students patiently walked up and down 

the street with me. We asked locals about 

this Locopop shop and they denied its exis-

tence. We talked to men at the fire depart-

ment, and still no luck.   

        Extremely embarrassed, I turned to 

prayer. ñDear God, save your servant from 

appearing to be actually as crazy as she 

looks!ò No kidding, just a few strides later, 

the door to Matthewôs Chocolates, a candy 

store on Churton Street, opened. Although, 

he was closed for Labor Day, he saw our 

aimless wandering and opened his shop for 

us. He also had the Locopops!   

        We all had a beautiful laugh that after-

noon over our adventure as sweet Mexican 

Chocolate Locopops filled our bellies. I 

thought the best way to show my leader-

ship would be to give a flawless perform-

ance. It turns out that I bonded more with 

my teenagers through our laughter over my 

own blunder. Many journeys are a mysteri-

ous mixture of being lost and being found.  

Praise God that they are also peppered by 

the effervescent grace of laughter. 

 

Youth Mystery Trip Lives Up to Its Name! 
By LeAnne Spruill Ryan 

Baptist Women in Ministry, NC,  

publishes a newsletter 

3 times a year. 

Editor: Alicia Davis-Porterfield  

Lay-Out Editor: Lynn C. Odom 

momof3knights@nc.rr.com 
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Baptist Women in Ministry,  NC 
 

G e n e v a  M e t z g e r ,  C o n v e n e r  

J e n n i f e r  A s b i l l ,  D e n n i s  A t w o o d ,  G a i l  C o u l t e r ,  B a r b a r a  W o r t m a n  D a i l ,  C u r t i s  

F r e e m a n ,  G a r i n  H i l l ,  G i n n y  I r e l a n d ,  L i n d a  J o n e s ,  M i c h a e l  L e a ,  E r i n  W a l k e r  

L y s e e ,  R i t a  M a n g u m ,  M e g h a n  M c S w a i n ,  J e a n  P o w e r s ,    C h a r i t y  R o b e r s o n ,  

L e A n n e  S p r u i l l  R y a n ,  V i r g i n i a  T a y l o r ,  L u e l l e  C r u m p l e r  ( T r e a s u r e r ) ;  S u s a n  

B o r w i c k  ( R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y ) ;  J o h n n i e  J a c k s o n  ( P a s t  C o n v e n e r ) ;  F r e d  G r i s s o m  ( H i s t o r i a n ) ;  J e n n y  F o l m a r  

( W e b s e r v a n t ) ;  A l i c i a  D a v i s - P o r t e r f i e l d  ( N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r ) ;  S c h o l a r s h i p  R e c i p i e n t s :  G l e n d a  B o h a n n o n ,  

S u s a n  B o w l i n g ,   S a n e t t a  P o n t o n ,  A m y  S t a r r  R u s s e l l  

ĺAnnual Dues for 2011ñ 

Name:  ____________________________________  E-mail:  _________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________ City, Zip  ______________________________ 

Phone:  H_______________________________C________________________________ 

Position:  __________________________________________________                           Laity  or  clergy? 

Institution/Church:  _________________________________________________________________ 

 New Membership                  $25 

 Renewing Membership          $25 

 Student Membership              $15 

 Institutional Membership  $ __________ 

 Lifetime Membership           $250 

 Contribution Kay Simpson Endowment       $_________                      TOTAL _______ 

         

Please make your check payable to òBWIM-NCó and note ò2011 dues.ó 

Thank you for your membership and support of women in ministry. 

 

What topic you would like us to look at in our newsletter?_______________________________________________ 

Suggest a topic and writer:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail to: Luelle Crumpler, BWIM,NC Treasurer, 1808 Ellison Creek Rd., Lewisville, NC  27023 

Mail to: Luelle Crumpler,  

              BWIM,NC Treasurer 

              1808 Ellison Creek Rd. 

              Lewisville, NC  27023 
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        Virginia Taylor is not a natural born 

athlete. So she shocked even herself when 

she made the decision to train for and run a 

half-marathon. ñI really did it to help fill 

the void that was left when my daughter 

left for college,ò says Taylor. ñAlso, at the 

time I was training for that first half-

marathon, one of my close friends Margery 

Barton died. I decided to use my running to 

honor her memory. So I turned it into a 

fundraiser for Ronald McDonald House in 

Chapel Hill.ò Margery volunteered with 

Ronald McDonald House and was inspired 

by the children and families who stayed 

there. ñMargery and those same families 

inspired me as I trained. Any time I felt 

like quitting, I would think of them and 

keep running.ò 

        Now Virginia is training for her sec-

ond half-marathon this spring. ñThis past 

year I went on the Board of Baptist 

Women in Ministry, North Carolina, and I 

am so inspired by the young women I have 

met who are going into ministry. I find my-

self thinking of them and praying for 

them on my training runs, so I  

decided to use that inspiration to give 

back.ò This time Taylor is running to 

raise money and awareness for Baptist 

Women in Ministry, NC. She is hoping that 

people who have been touched by the min-

istry of a Baptist woman will honor that 

person by making a pledge and comment 

on her fundraising page. ñI intend to wear 

my óThis is What a Preacher Looks Likeô t-

shirt when I run in March and I will write 

the name of every woman honored on my 

fundraising page on my shirt. The first 

pledge will be from me in honor of 

Margery Barton, the first woman deacon in 

her Baptist church.ò 

        If you would like to honor a Baptist 

woman and inspire Virginia to run, go to   

http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/

virginia-taylor-1/baptist-women-in-

ministry-nc. All gifts are tax-deductible 

and all proceeds will go to the Baptist 

Women in Ministry, NC Scholarship Fund. 

Virginia Taylor: Running for BWIM,NC 

Help Us Save $ 

 

 

 

 

If you receive this 

newsletter via snail 

mail and have email, 

send Lynn Odom your 

email address. 

Emailing out the news-

letter saves us about 

$5 per year 

per person. 

 
momof3knights@nc.rr.com 

        National Baptist Women in Ministry 

offers resources for your church as you cele-

brate during the month of February the good 

gifts God has given to women. Incorporate 

the history of Martha Stearns Marshall    

during your worship service or use the   

worship bulletin insert provided by BWIM 

or sing the hymn written by Courtney 

Krueger, especially for Martha Stearns Mar-

shall Month.  

        Order a "This is What a Preacher 

Looks Like" T-shirt to give to your preacher 

or order the book, This Is What a Preacher 

Looks Like: Sermons by Baptist Women in 

Ministry. Download the Martha Stearns 

Marshall certificate, print it out, and present 

it to the preacher. All of the resource ideas 

Check Out Martha Stearns Marshall Resources 

listed here are available on the National 

BWIM website at: http://www.bwim.info/

martha-stearns-marshall-month. 

        If you have not yet sent in your 

church's information, please send your 

church name, city, state, pastor, the name 

of your guest preacher, and contact         

information to Pam Durso. 

pamdurso@bwim.info 

http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/virginia-taylor-1/baptist-women-in-ministry-nc
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/virginia-taylor-1/baptist-women-in-ministry-nc
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/virginia-taylor-1/baptist-women-in-ministry-nc
http://www.bwim.info/martha-stearns-marshall-month
http://www.bwim.info/martha-stearns-marshall-month
mailto:pamdurso@bwim.info


C/ o Lynn Odom 

204 Sturdivant Rd.. 

Durham, NC  27705 

B A P T I S T  W O M E N  I N  

M I N I S T R Y  O F  N C  

Website  

www.bwimnc.com 

Address Service Requested 

"Sing When the Spirit 
Says Sing"           

 

        Our Summer newsletter will be "Sing When 

the Spirit Says Sing," focusing on music in all   

aspects of ministry and in the lives of the people of 

BWIM,NC. We invite stories, reflections and    

insights about how God uses music in your minis-

try and life. We also welcome any examples of  

using music in ministry and life that has blessed 

you so that others may benefit from your experi-

ence and practice.  

        Please send along your "two cents" or any 

questions to Alicia Davis Porterfield, BWIM,NC's 

newsletter coordinator (aporterfield@ec.rr.com). 

Lifetime Memberships 
BWIM, NC now offers LIFETIME 

MEMBERSHIPS at a cost of $250.00. This 

membership comes with a certificate and a 

lovely BWIM, NC pin with our quilt designð

symbolizing our interdependence with one an-

other.  LIFETIME MEMBERS need not only 

be women in ministry but any person, male or 

female.  These memberships, pins and certifi-

cates will be available at our Convocation on 

Friday, March 25, at Calvary Baptist Church in 

Asheville. 

mailto:aporterfield@ec.rr.com

