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tensely competitive young 

woman, a Dallas Cowboys fan 

whom I wouldnôt want to sit next 

to during a game,. That Texas-

Baptist-GA background wasnôt 

all good, nope, not all good. 

        Another true value of my 

Texas-Baptist-GA background is 

a personal, down-home, to-the-

core knowledge of the Bible. I 

still have it, and it surprises me 

when some other Christians 

donôt. Itôs natural, instinctive, 

dependable. Good for the Bap-

tists, who teach and teach, and 

whose children learn and learn! 
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 nity) expects, Iôll become accept-

able in Godôs (translated, Baptist 

adults of the next generation up) 

sight. Yet the real impact became 

clear only laterðafter Maiden, 

Lady-in-Waiting, Princess, 

Queen, Queen-in-Service, Queen 

Regent and Queen Regent-in-

Service - all the Forward Steps 

there were to conquer, including 

two ñextras.ò 

        As I sat outside the door, 

with five of my professors on the 

other side, and waited to take my 

doctoral oral exam, I first recog-

nized the true value of my Texas

-Baptist-GA background. I 

thought, ñHow bad can this exam 

be?  It canôt be worse than 

Elfrieda Day and the G.A. 

Review Board!ò  And it   

wasnôt.  Being Baptist, I 

had learned early how to 

meet pressure with strength. 

Now, at a key moment in 

my academic preparation, I 

was grateful for that back-

ground, which had also 

helped mold me into an in-

        As a girl growing up Baptist 

in mid-century Texas, I went to 

church, school events and piano 

lessons and . . . well, thatôs about 

it.  When friends and I got to-

gether, we typically went to one 

anotherôs church activities, like 

roller skatingðpretty exotic, 

huh?   

        The idea of multi-tasking    

didnôt exist, for attention to an    

activity had to be focused and 

undiffused, concentrated and in-

tense. It carried guilt if I missed 

it or didnôt do my best. It carried 

goodness if I met all that was 

expected of me, academically 

and denominationally.  I was a 

motivated and successful stu-

dent, blessed in that regard. And 

I was a good Baptist girl, an es-

pecially good GA, who hungered 

to be good enough. 

        The impact of such a back-

ground on my future as an adult 

seemed to be this: if I live up to 

the standards that God 

(translated, my Baptist commu-
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        First Baptist, Laurinburg, NC, was 

almost always where my family spent 

our Wednesday evenings and Sun-

days. The mission ethic of helping oth-

ers and striving to view the world as 

Christ would was as much a part of my 

upbringing as was learning the alphabet 

or tying my shoes.  

        When I left home to pursue my 

college degree at Meredith College, I 

found a wonderful faith-nurturing com-

munity in the college department at 

First Baptist, Raleigh. It was here that 

my inherited faith became truly my 

own, and after graduation I chose this 

body of believers as my church fam-

ily. My years during and after college 

were full of experiences that both chal-

lenged my beliefs and strengthened my 

dependence on God. These experiences 

include serving as Youth Minister In-

tern at Hayes Barton Baptist in Raleigh, 

teaching kindergarteners at Vance Ele-

mentary School in rural Wake County, 

being at home and raising our three 

children, and serving on church staff at 

First Baptist, Raleigh, as Director of 

Preschool Ministries.  

        I have come to understand that, 

while my faith is rooted in the solid be-

lief that God is my creator and sus-

tainer and, through Christ Jesus, my 

redeemer, my faith is challenged and 

strengthened by a world where few 

things are black and white. It is the 

process of seeking, questioning and dis-

cerning Godôs will that brings me 

closer to understanding Godôs plan, 

Godôs peace, and ultimately Godôs 

grace. 

        In my ministry among preschool-

ers and families at First Baptist, I desire 

to help individuals recognize their in-

trinsic value as children of God, em-

brace their giftedness, and discover 

their unique paths toward serving 

God. I do not aim to be the person with 

the answers but rather the person with 

the questions, striving to discern Godôs 

truth as I understand it in light of 

Christôs life, death, and resurrection 

while respecting the questions and dis-

cernment of others. I will complete my 

Masters of Divinity at Campbell Divin-

ity School this spring and am grateful 

for this fertile soil where questions are 

welcomed and diversity is embraced.  I 

am equally grateful for the scholarships 

which have made theological education 

a reality for me.    

Scholarship Recipients  

      As newsletter editor, I have the blessing 

of reading the biographies of BWIM,NCôs 

scholarship recipients every year.  I also 

hound the poor souls via e-mail for a 

shorter bio that we print here in the news-

letter. Each year I am impressed with the 

stories of these women: some grandmoth-

ers, some single, some newly married, some 

second-career. 

      I thank God for the amazing women 

who are stepping forward to say ñyesò to 

the call of Christ. And I thank God for the 

faithful BWIM,NC members and supporters 

who make our four scholarships possible.  

      Once again, BWIM,NC is supporting 

an especially impressive group of women. I 

found myself moved to tears as I read their 

heart-felt biographies and sensed their ur-

gency and determination to be all Christ is 

calling them to be.  Thanks be to God for 

the faithfulness of these four women. And 

thanks be to God for the privilege of being 

part of their journey.  

 

Alicia Davis Porterfield 

Lynn Lingafelt  



          I am in my second year in the  

M.Div program at Gardner Webb Uni-

versity. The area of concentration that I 

am pursuing is Pastoral Care and Coun-

seling. I currently serve at Ecclesia Bap-

tist Church as the Childrenôs Director 

whereby I assist in the area of Christian 

Education and help in the general pro-

gramming for the church.  I teach Sun-

day school for a small womenôs group, 

enjoy being a leader in Childrenôs 

church, and facilitate prayer meetings 

when possible.   

          In June 2005, I responded to the 

call of ministry when I sensed Godôs 

strong tug thereby standing and coming 

forward at our church. Since that time, 

serving at Ecclesia has provided me 

with a wonderful opportunity to learn 

about working in a church environment 

and it has created a further response to 

Godôs call through my participation in 

Divinity school.   

          I have been married almost 21 

years to Mike and we have three chil-

dren; Caitlin (19) at the University of 

Chapel Hill, Looie (17) a junior in high 

school and Michael Jr. (11) a middle 

schooler. Early on when I felt the call 

to ministry, I heard God speak implic-

itly the word ñavailableò to me and 

have been blessed to be an at-home 

mom for most of our childrenôs grow-

ing years. I have had various volunteer 

experiences and worked as a coach.  

Currently I coach basketball for the JV 

team at A.C. Reynolds High School. 

          Four years ago, the Lord spoke 

the word ñintentionalò to me and since 

then I have been working to balance 

my service to God in accordance to the 

priorities which God has laid out for us 

all. I am very grateful to be a scholar-

ship recipient from BWIM-NC and 

thank you for the unexpected surprise.  

I look forward to participating as a 

member of BWIM-NC and sharing in 

ministry encouragement with one an-

other.      
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Karen Doucette 

        Rebecca grew up in King George, 

Virginia, and graduated from Elon Uni-

versity with a B.A. in Religious Studies 

with interests in Womenôs Studies and 

International Studies. After graduating, 

she worked with Americorps at a non-

profit in Fredericksburg, Virginia, 

named Olde Forge Junction. There she 

developed a passion for community 

development ministry as she coordi-

nated an after-school program for at-

risk third through fifth graders in a lo-

cal neighborhood.  

        She is currently in her second year 

at Wake Forest University School of 

Divinity, where her husband, Ryan, is a 

fellow student. She serves as a ministe-

rial intern at Northwest Baptist Church, 

where she teaches high school Sunday 

school and recently preached for the 

first time. She also works as the lead 

volunteer once a week for Kidsô Cafe at 

Summit Street, a local after-school pro-

gram in Forsyth County.  

 She feels called to serve in pas-

toral ministry and has a passion for 

community development and Christian 

education. After graduation, she hopes 

to find a position which will allow her 

to combine these elements and help 

whatever church she serves to reach out 

and be effective in their local commu-

nity.  

Rebecca Hewitt-

Newson 



        Hi my name is Vicki Sneed. I am 

married to the wonderful Carl Sneed 

and we have four sons, Carlos, Dorrian, 

Jonathan, and Benjamin. Originally 

from Wilmington, Delaware, I moved 

to Durham, North Carolina, twenty one 

years ago and attended North Carolina 

Central University for undergraduate 

school. I received my Bachelorôs De-

gree in Social Work.   

        Following graduation I worked for 

Lincoln Community Health Center for 

nine years as a Case Manager in the 

HIV/AIDS clinic. In this position I be-

gan to hear Godôs calling for full time 

ministry. With the many faces of the 

people dealing with disease and the 

trauma the patients and their families 

suffered from time to time, I developed 

a strong prayer life. I saw how society 

treated those who were diagnosed with 

this disease and how it caused some to 

developed depression and low self es-

teem.  It was like living in the leper sto-

ries in the Bible. I began to seek God 

more each day for the patients and their 

families on the healing of hearts and 

minds. I became even more committed 

to Godôs word and my faith began to 

increase.  

        I started working more in my 

church St. Johnôs Missionary Baptist 

Church under the leadership of Rever-

end Robert Daniels.  Church was my 

refugee. I started working with the mis-

sionaries, serving as a Sunday School 

teacher and President of the Hospitality 

Ministry. Most recently my husband 

and myself became Covenant Care 

Leaders.  In the midst of working for 

the church and full time employment, I 

continue to hear Godôs call into full-

time ministry and to continue my edu-

cation at Duke University Divinity 

School. I believe God is calling for me 

to assist those who are down trodden 

and heavy burdened, those who society 

has cast away.  God revealed his word 

to me ñwhat you do for the least of 

them, you do it unto meò.  With this 

revelation I believe God is calling me 

to create a house of refugee for women 

who are suffering from low self esteem, 

addiction, and/or domestic violence.  

There they will rest from the distrac-

tions of the world.   

Vicki Sneed 

Scholarship Recipients Continued  

           

 "Jesus Callsò is a special retreat designed just for collegiate 

women being held November 6-8.  Our weekend will be spent help-

ing you to explore what it means to be a woman of God and helping 

you to discover the woman God has created you specifically to be.   

          Weôll hear from women in all stages and walks of life, along 

with having time to just have some fun together.  There is opportu-

nity for students to explore a call to ministry in a safe environ-

ment.  To register or receive more information, contact Charity 

Roberson at 919-834-1875 or raleighbsu@gmail.com. 
PAGE 4 

"Jesus Callsò 

Retreat for  

Collegiate 

Women  
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        On September 22, 2009, Baptist 

Women in Ministry lost one of its most 

ardent champions with the death of 

Jessie Belle Lewis, age 94. Jessie and 

her sister Claudeline were part of the 

original group which met to form 

BWIM of North Carolina more than 

twenty-six years ago and have attended 

every annual Convocation since then.  

        Under Jessieôs direction as chair 

of the deacons and search committee 

member, Antioch Baptist Church in 

Enfield, called its first woman pastor in 

1982 and has had three consecutive 

women pastors and one woman interim 

pastor since that time. Jessie Belle 

spent her life teaching high school Eng-

lish, serving her church, traveling the 

world, and advocating for women in 

ministry at every opportunity.  

       Speaking at her memorial service, 

Reverend Judy Powell, who served as 

Antiochôs first woman pastor, said, 

"When we traveled to the conventions, 

Jessie and Claudeline always went with 

me and supported women clergy when 

it was not popular to do so. People 

would turn their back on this woman 

preacher and would say something un-

christian, and I would look around and 

there by my side stood these two 

women with eyes glaring until those 

speaking would fade away." 

Elizabeth Edwards 

 

 

Jesse Belle Lewis  

Women who have served as pastor of Antioch Baptist Church  

And attended the funeral of Jesse Bell Lewis 

(LtoR) Susan Joyce, Judy Powell, Janine Youngstrom and Joy Heaton 

Jesse Belle Lewis 
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        A third true value Iôve carried from ôway 

back then till now is a belief that girls can be-

come queens and women can become minis-

ters.  Now, that second part of the ñcanò I 

added myself, out of a personal relationship 

with God; yet, I credit Baptists with preparing 

my life to discover it. GAs were taught, 

ñDonôt shut your ears to God, young girl!ò 

And Iðand you perhapsðdidnôt.  And now 

weôre    ministers. 

        A true value I did not carry from being 

Texas-Baptist-GA ôway back then is this: God 

loves me just the way I am.  Indeed, God 

made me this way. No, Mr. Rogers didnôt 

teach me this true value, although I continued 

to enjoy sneaking into the tv room to watch 

(Continued from page 1) 

Queenly Confessions  

his show even after my son outgrew it. God 

taught me about unconditional love.   

        Godôs love was always right there, wher-

ever I was.  God healed me when I hurt.  God 

walked with me through darkness.  God once 

even put a song in my heart when I was under 

anesthesia!  Godôs graceðah, the miracle of it, 

deep and wide, loving and warm, forgiving and 

affirming. It requires no Forward Steps. Weôre 

already at the top of the mountain with God, 

without climbing one step. Even those of us 

sent down to the foot of the hill in subservience. 

With God, we have our own special, mountain-

top place of grace.   

 

GA?  Grace Always. 

BWIM,NC Convocation ó10 

March 10,2010 at Knollwood Baptist Church  


